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Summary of Contents. 


Textile Industries of Czechoslovakia. (Page 266.) 


We publish a review of the textile industries— 
woollen, cotton, flax and linen—-of Czechoslovakia 
during the past. year, prepared at the request of the 
British Commercial Secretary at Prague by the British 
Vice-Consul at Reichenberg, one of the country’s lead- 
ing textile centres. The output of the industry 
showed, on the whole, but little increase over the pre- 
vious year, but the Czechoslovak Government’s policy 
as regards commercial treaties has encouraged con- 
siderable hope for the future. 





ee 


Foreign Exchanges in February. (Page 267.) 

A setback of sterling in terms of the American 
dollar and the weakening of Allied currencies in 
ratio to sterling were the chief features of last 
month’s currency movements. 





British Guiana Foreign Trade in 1924. (Page 271.) 


The bulk of the trade last year was with the United 
Kingdom, Canada and the United States. Exports, 
however, showed a considerable decrease as compared 
with 1923. 





British West Indies Sugar Industry. (Page 271.) 


The outlook in the sugar industry now appears to 
be brighter, and farmers are planting new areas. It 
is anticipated that the 1925 output will be a record 


one. 





Esthonian Foreign Trade in 1924. (Page 272.) 


Although the import trade declined by about a 
million pounds, exports increased by about the same 
amount, Germany and the United Kingdom being the 
chief trading countries. 


. ee 


British Trade with Finland in 1924. (Page 273.) 


Imports from Finland into the United Kingdom 
showed a considerable increase, but exports tiem the 
United Kingdom marked a small decrease. The prin- 
cipal exports from this country include minerals, 
metals and textiles, while timber, pulp and paper 
are sent here by Finland in large quantities. 





Germano-Siamese Economic Agreement. (Page 274.) 
An outline is presented of the terms of the pro- 
visional Economic Agreement entered into by Ger- 
many and Siam, which was signed on 28th February. 


————__ —— —— 


World Wheat Supplies and Needs. (Page 276.) 


That there is a sufficiency of wheat in the world to 
meet consumption until the new crops of the Northern 
Hemisphere become available is the conclusion arrived 
at by the International Institute of Agriculture 
(Rome). 





Imports of German Goods into New Zealand. 
(Page 277.) 

As from 9th April next certain articles will be 
removed by the New Zealand Minister of Customs 
from the list of goods subject. to depreciated currency 
duty when imported from Germany, Austria or 
Hungary. 





Proposed Swiss Tariff Revision. (Page 278.) 


An outline of the Message of the Swiss Federal 
Council to the Federal Assembly relative to the pro- 
posed revision of the Swiss Customs Tariff is given. 
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WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 

We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage earners at the mines of Great 
Britain for the week ended 22nd February, together 
with comparative figures for the previous week. The 
output for the corresponding week of 1924 was 
5,802,300 tons :— 


























Week ended Week ended 
16th February. 22nd February. 
Districte. ware | Sc acs 
age : age 
Output. | Farm “ Output A the_ll 
Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland 268,100 58,200 | 267,700 57,200 
Durham a 704,100 | 157,800 | 706,300 | 156,300 
Yorkshire ... 958,800 | 188,600 |1,006,400 | 189,700 
Lancashire, Cheshire | 
and North Wales... | 461,200 122,100 | 465,000 | 122,000 
Derby, N ottingham | 
and Leicester ...| 700,300 134,700 | 681,800 | 134,500 
Stafford, Salop, Wor- ) 
cester and Warwick 405,600 92,800 | 406,300 92,700 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire . 993,400 | 223,100 | 986,400 | 223,000 
Other English Dis- 
tricts* ee 108,700 _ 26,500 , 110,800 26,600 
Scotland 740,500 | 136,000 | 726,200 | 135,600 
Total ... eee (5,340,700 i, 139,800 5, 356,900 {1,137,600 














* Including Cumberland, — Gloucester. Somerset 
and Kent. 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 23rd 
February, 1924, is given below:— 


1924. Tons. 1924. Tons. 
Mates Ist .....cccesc 5,702,300 September 6t' ...... 5,180,400 
March &th ............ 5,742,100 Sclioaiber 13th...... 4,906,700 
March 15th .......... 5,778,300 September 20th...... 5,134,900 
March 22nd ......... 5,786,200 Sesteuber Zith...... 5,208,300 
March 29th ......... 5,745,300 October 4th ......... 5,155,300 
cS >= 5,851,900 October 11th......... 5,088 ,300 
BTEE TD cccceccscees 5,944,100 October 18th......... 5,146,500 
April TG ......00000- 4,994 300 October 25th......... 5,061,100 
) ee 4,049,400 November Ist ...... 5,042,600 
a 5,684,700 November 8th ...... 5,136,600 
SE MEE’ vctinpasiatil 5,219,600 November 15th ... 5,231,700 
SE “eenesenanal 5,658,900 November 22nd ... 5,309,200 
5S era 5,436,400 November 29th ... 5,503,400 
ff Se 5,308,500 December 6th ...... 5,336,300 
gy CS 5,120,200 December 13th ...... 5,413,400 
Jane 14th ........00. 3,235,700 December 20th 5,560,500 
June 2lst ......... .. 5,173,400 December 27th 3,432,700 
June 28th ............ 5,170,000 
TEs dndcosvenwoest 4,988,000 1925. 

July 12th ........000 5,002,200 January 3rd ......... 3,920,900 
ME TEED. sontenesesus 4,903,600 January 10th......... 5,200,700 
eer 4,458,600 January 17th......... 5,408,900 
August 2nd ......... 5,010,300 January 2th......... 5,427,000 
August 9th ......... 3,446,100 February lst ...... 5,434,200 
August 16th ......... 5,193,100 February 7th ...... 5,418 200 
August 23rd ......... 5,279,000 February 14th ...... 5,340,700 
August 30th ......... 5,113,200 February 21st ...... 5,356,900 





COMPANY LAW AMENDMENT COMMITTEE. 


The President of the Board of Trade has appointed 
Sir William McLintock, K.B.E., M.V.O., and Nir 
G. W. Wilton, K.C., to be additional members of the 
Committee which has been appointed to consider and 
report what amendments are desirable in the Com: 
panies Acts, 1908 to 1917. 


i ey 


ROUMANIAN DEBTS TO BRITISH 
CREDITORS. 
The British Representative at Bucharest has for- 
warded a translation of a notice to debtors relative to 


debts contracted in England between 11th November, 
1918, and Ist Saimuary, 1922, recently issued by the 
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THE BOARD OF TRADE—Continued. 


“ Oficiul Pratilor Straine’’ and published in the 
“ Universul.’’ The notice, which has further refer- 
ence to the payment of the fourth instalment on 14th 
February last, calls attention to paragraph 7(b) and 
paragraph 9 of the London Agreement and to Article 
9(b) and Article 10 of the Manchester Agreement. 

According to these articles debtors have the option 
of paying their instalments through the Banca 
Nationala, and the remittance of the fourth instalment 
to the creditor by the Banca Nationala can be made at 
the end of the year 1925 along with the fifth instal- 
ment, which is due on 15th August, 1925. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 
SERVICE IN 





COMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC 
JAPAN. 

Regarding the appointment of Sir Edward T. F. 
Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor to the British 
Embassy at Tokio, to fill the post of Director of the 
Foreign Division of the Department of Overseas 
Trade for a period of one year (see the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 
13th March, 1924, page 331), it is now notilied that 
Sir Edward Crowe’s tenure of the post of Director wili 
continue indefinitely. 

For the time being the substantive post of Com- 
mercial Counsellor in Japan will remain in abeyance, 
and the post. of Commercial Secretary (Grade I.) will 
be temporarily substituted therefor. To fill the post 
of Commercial Secretary (Grade I.) it has been de- 
cided to promote Mr. G. B. Sansom, the present Com- 
mercial Secretary (Grade II.), who will, however, have 
the local rank of Commercial Counsellor. These 
arrangements will take effect as from 7th March, 1925. 

A further notice regarding the appointment of a 
successor to Mr. Sansom in the Grade II. appointment 
will be issued in due course. 


CANADIAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
REPORT. 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Montreal has 
forwarded a copy of the Report of the Department of 
Health, Canada, for the fiscal year ended 3lst March, 
1924, together with a memorandum of the Proprietary 
or Patent Medicine Act. 

British firms interested may consult these papers on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 


Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





--—— 


COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION IN TRINIDAD. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Port of Spain has for- 
warded a copy of the Arbitration Bye-Laws, Rules and 
Regulations of the Trinidad Chamber of Commerce 
(Inc.), and also a specimen of a circular on the subject 
of arbitration in commercial disputes which has been 
issued by the Chamber. 

Both these documents may be inspected by British 
firms interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 





EAST AFRICAN CURRENCY BOARD. 


The Department has received a copy of the Tan- 
ganyika Gazette of 23rd January last containing the 
text of Regulations defining the constitution, duties, 
and powers of the East African Currency Board. 

British firms interested may consult the copy of the 
Gazette referred to on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
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GERMAN DYES FOR SOVIET UNION 
INDUSTRY. 


The contract which the German-Russian Trading 
Company (“‘ Russgertorg ’’) concluded last autumn with 
the German aniline dye concern provided for the de- 
livery of dyestuffs for the Soviet industry and for the 
holding of up to 500,000 kilogs. of goods in the con- 
signment warehouses of the ‘‘ Russgertorg.’’ 

The British Commercial Secretary at Berlin now re- 
ports that, according to the ‘‘ Berliner Tageblatt,’’ 
200,000 kilogs. of dyestuffs for the Russian textile 
syndicate have so far been imported by the latter, and 
the total quantity to be imported in the course of one 
year will amount to about two million kilogs. 

Eight chemists have been sent by the German chemi- 
cal works to Russian factories. The German dye con- 
cern has granted Russian chemists the right to improve 
their technical knowledge in German aniline dye fac- 
tories, and chemists who are working in the Russia 
textile industry are shortly being sent to Germany for 
this purpose. 


MINERAL EXPLOITATION IN SYRIA. 


The British Consul-General at Beyrout has forwarded 
two copies of the ‘‘ Bulletin Official,’’ containing the 
text (in French) of a Decree (No. 2856) which deals 
with mineral exploitation in Syria and the Lebanon. 

British firms interested may consult this Decree upon 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


TEA CULTIVATION IN PERSIA. 


The Secretary in Charge of Commercial Affairs at 
the British Legation, Teheran, states that, according to 
Teheran press reports, the Persian Government is study- 
ing the possibility of increasing tea cultivation in the 
regions bordering upon the Caspian Sea, and the Dutch 
Government is being approached with a view to the 
engagement of a ‘‘ specialist ’’ in tea cultivation. 

It. will be known that the small quantity of tea at 
present cultivated in the Lehijan district was originated 
by the importation of tea plants from India, but, so 
far as can be ascertained, it is difficult to increase the 
present area for lack of suitable shrubs. The tea at 
present sold is expensive (5s. to 10s. per lb.), but is 
much prized for its flavour, which somewhat resembles 
that of China tea. The tea is pale in colour. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICAN CURRENCY 
LAW. 


A translation of an extract from a recent issue of the 
Mozambique ‘‘ Boletin Oficial ’’ concerning changes in 
the currency laws of Portuguese East Africa has been 
received by the Department. 

British firms interested may consult the translation 
referred to on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


TEXTILE INDUSTRIES OF ARGENTINA. 


The British Commercial Secretary at. Buenos Aires 
reports that he has been informed from a reliable source 
that there are about 35,000 spindles working in the 
spinning mills of Argentina. These spindles are engaged 
on knitting yarns and twisted yarns for warps and wefts, 
spinning up to 32’s counts. 

The number of weaving looms working in the country 
has been given as 1,958, and they produce canvas, ducks, 
tapes, towels, brines, gambronas, and cotton goods in 
general. Textile refinement in Argentina embraces 
dyeing, finishing, and dressing, but very little merceris- 
ing or waterproofing, and no printing. 

The quantity of cotton produced in the Republic is 
estimated to be approximately 19,500 tons per annum. 
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ene Articles. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY. 











(From the British Vice-Consul.) 
REICHENBERG. 


Central Europe is still suffering from the effects of 
the Great War, and a normal development of business 
as was known in pre-war days is still some way off. 
Central European countries still have to adapt them- 
selves to the new state of affairs. It is true that the 
Banking Office of the Ministry of Finance has succeeded 
more or less in stabilising the crown, but the burden of 
taxation, the huge sums paid under the Capital levy, 
the partial cancellation of claims for Government con- 
tracts, the worthlessness of the old Austrian War Loan, 
and the losses sustained during past years, have all been 
the means of withdrawing enormous sums of money from 
industry, and thus creating a money shortage, which 
has been all the more felt as raw materials on the world 
markets are to-day twice as high as in pre-war times. 
This withdrawal of money from industry has now become 
so serious that the majority of undertakings have not 
sufficient capital of their own to purchase the necessary 
supplies of raw materials, and the banks, owing to the 
financial necessities of the State, have little or no liquid 
assets, and are therefore no longer able to grant in- 
dustry the necessary credits to carry on. 

It is therefore not surprising that the production of 
the Czechoslovak textile industry in 1924 shows but 
little increase over the previous year, the mills working 
on an average at about 50 per cent. of their pre-war 
capacity. 

In the cotton and worsted spinning mills during the 
first and last quarters of 1924 the production was far 
higher than in the previous year owing to the big 
demand of German users of yarns, and output rose to 
80-90 per cent. of the pre-war capacity. On the other 
hand, the production of the weaving mills, which is still 
far behind the pre-war output, could only be maintained 
by increased exports, which, unfortunately, during the 
past year showed no profit and only tended to reduce 
overhead expenses. Foreign competition was keenly 
felt, especially at the beginning of the year, when the 
French franc fell, and it was not until April that the 
Czechoslovak industry was able to hold its own in the 
northern countries. Great difficulties were also expe- 
rienced in exporting to the Balkans owing to unfavour- 
able financial conditions prevailing there, and especially 
was this the case in Roumania. A slight improvement 
in export to Poland was noticeable on account of the 
adverse influence the unfavourable economic conditions 
obtaining in the country had on the Lodz textile in- 
dustry. Galicia, which now belongs to Poland, is 
striving to renew its old Austrian connections, and 
enquiries for Czechoslovak textiles are numerous, while 
payments have become more satisfactory. Since 
October, i.e., since the import restrictions were gradu- 
ally relaxed, Hungarian merchants, in spite of higher 
duties, have bought enormous quantities of Czechoslovak 
textile goods; it is feared, indeed, that they have over- 
purchased, and that consequently a slump in textiles 
will set. in there which will hit Hungarian merchants 
hard. 

EFFECT OF COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 


The present policy of the Czechoslovak Government 
in easing import restrictions has greatly facilitated its 
commercial treaty negotiations with other countries, 
and the recent convention concluded with Austria has 
been received with the greatest satisfaction by the 
Czechoslovak textile industry, as, at last, the door has 
been opened for the Czechoslovak textile trade to renew 
old connections with Austria. It is hoped that the treaty 
negotiations with Poland and Renauey will soon reach 
the final stage, but of more importance to the Czecho- 
slovak textile industry is a treaty with Germany. Not 
only is Germany a very large buyer of Czechoslovak semi- 
manufactured textiles, but is almost indispensable to 
the home industry as a supplier of dyes and textile 
machinery. 





Marcu Dd, 1925, 


ee — 


SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 





As the most important of all Czechoslovak industries, 
the textile trade is the one likely to benefit most by the 
conclusion of favourable commercial treaties, but, if this 
industry is to develop satisfactorily, not only must 
favourable commercial treaties be concluded, but costs 
of production must be reduced. The textile industry jg 
essentially an export industry, and in view of the keen 
competition of the Western States, low prices, and, there. 
fore, low costs of production, are essential to its exist- 
ence. It is feared, however, that no great reduction in 
costs of production can be looked for in the near future, 
as not only has taxation and other Government charges 
not been reduced in spite of the appreciation of the 
Czech crown during the past two years, but the Govern- 
ment proposes increases in railway fares, postal and 
telephone rates, in order to meet the extra expenditure 
involved in increasing the pay of Government employees, 


WooLLEN AND CoTTOoN YARNS. 


Owing to the continued fluctuations in prices of raw 
materials the past year has been anything but a satis- 
factory one. The prices obtained for yarns, especially 
in the latter months, have by no means corresponded to 
the enormous rise in the raw materials, and, especially 
in the second half of last year, spinners have not even 
been able to cover costs of production. In order to main- 
tain their place in the home and international markets 
most of the carded yarn spinners increased their produce- 
tion considerably in spite of keen competition, so that in 
many mills work was carried on in three shifts. Most 
mills had work on hand to keep them going until 
February-March. The 1924 production in the Vigogne 
spinning mills shows a slight increase over the previous 
year, but the mills were by no means working full time. 
Home sales in the middle of the year fell off considerably, 
but improved as the year advanced. 


Cotton Goons. 


The improvement which set in in February continued 
throughout the year, with the exception of the summer 
months, and reached its most favourable point towards 
the end. On the average production reached to within 
70 per cent. of pre-war. There was a big demand for 
printed coloured goods. Active business was done with 
Austria at the beginning of the year, but trade rapidly 
fell off in the spring on account of the money crisis in 
Vienna. Hungary opened its doors to Czechoslovak tex- 
tiles in September, and Hungarian merchants hastily re- 
plenished diminished stocks. Business with Roumania 
and Jugo-Slavia, which countries are normally Czecho- 
slovakia’s best customers, suffered considerably on 
account of the adverse financial and credit conditions 
ruling in both. The outlook for the future is not very 
promising. Orders will be coming in up to the spring, 
but the general shortage of money will probably cause 
consumers to restrict their purchases of wearing apparel 
to a minimum. 


FLAx AND LINEN INDUSTRY. 


Although this industry was able to increase its pro- 
duction up to 50 to 55 per cent. of its pre-war capacity, 
it is still suffering from too high costs of production, a 
reduction in which can scarcely be expected until output 
has been brought up to pre-war level. Business with 
Germany—the largest buyer of Czechoslovak linen 
goods—suffered materially on account of the introduc- 
tion of the gold mark, but picked up considerably 
towards the end of the year. Export to the United 
Kingdom was satisfactory, but has not yet approached 
pre-war figures. 

LINEN Goons. 


The home demand at the beginning of the year set in 
quite briskly, and continued active throughout, 
only to fall off completely at the time when usually the 
heavy Christmas purchases begin, as it was found cus- 
tomers were carrying fairly large stocks. A fair amount 
of goods was exported, but at prices which only the 
prospect of being able to keep the mills going for a cer- 
tain period induced manufacturers to accept. Especially 
was this the case with America, whose buyers came over 
in large numbers at the beginning of the year and 
effected purchases for delivery over long periods. Export 
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to France and Spain was impossible owing to prohibitive 
duties. Generally speaking, business during 1924 was 
not satisfactory from the manufacturers’ point of view 
owing to the constant rise in the prices of yarns and the 
inability of manufacturers to obtain increased prices for 
the finished goods. 


WooLLEN Precre-Goops. 


Business in the second half of the past year proved 
most unsatisfactory. With the exception of Reichen- 
berg suitings, the winter season goods trade was very 
feeble indeed, but, with the beginning of the summer 
season goods in October, trade improved somewhat, so 
that in November and December the mills were working 
at from 40 to 50 per cent. of their capacity. During the 
year, therefore, the scale of employment was very irregu- 
lar. Some mills were working forty-eight hours a week 
and sometimes overtime, while others were obliged to 
work on short time. This state of things is in great 
measure due to the shortage of working capital and the 
dearness of credits. The lack of capital made itself felt 
especially in the purchase of raw material, i.e., wool, the 
price of which was constantly on the rise throughout the 
year, and, not having the necessary money, many firms 
were unable to cover their requirements in time. 

The export of Czechoslovak textiles to the Succession 
States fell off somewhat, especially to Austria and Jugo- 


Slavia. Poland only bought specialities, and the 
greatest care had to be exercised in trading with 


Roumania owing to the unsatisfactory way in which pay- 
ments from that country were being met. The lifting of 
the import restrictions in Ilungary caused many Czecho- 
slovak manufacturers to work this country intensively, 
with the result that at present Hungarian dealers, unabie 
to dispose of the goods as quickly as they anticipated, 
find themselves with large stocks on hand. It is feared 
that, owing to over-buying, many Hungarian dealers 
will experience difficulty in meeting their engagements 
promptly, and it is expected that money from this 
country will come in very slowly. 

The outlook for the woollen industry in the near 
future is not very promising, owing to the present very 
high prices of wool and woollen yarns, high taxation and 
the genera! shortage of money. 


——__————---— 





FOREIGN EXCHANGES IN FEBRUARY 





MOVEMENTS OF THE PRINCIPAL 
CURRENCIES. 


— ae ee 


The movements of the principal foreign exchange 
rates on London in February are shown in the following 
table. The New York quotation is the weekly average 
of the daily cable rates, and the other Guotations are 
the weekly averages of the daily closing rates. All par- 
ticulars have been taken from the ‘‘ Financial Times.”’ 





Week ending 











eh | wth | 4th | 2tst 28th 
| Feb. Feb. Feb. Feb. . 
New York— a: or ‘Sena he aa é 
4°866 dollars—£1 eee eee 4°785 4°% id 4°766 | 4°760 
Paris— a ; : 
25°2215 francs=£1 _ vee 88°574 89°858 | 90°825 92°121 
Brussels— saad 
25°2215 francs=£1 ee _ | 92°854 94°104 | 94°313 94°858 
ly— ; 
23-2915 lire=£1 ... soe _— | 115°188 115°627 116°094 ; 117°525 
Madrid— Ay ; Wer. 
25°2215 pesetas=£1_—=Oiw«... ooh SS OTE 33°618 33°548 33°588 
Holland— | | 
RA ade gul.=£1 ee ae 11°88] 11°874 11°881 11°888 
rlin— 
20°43 reichsmarks=£1 ... = | 201038 °20°066 20024 19°991 
24°02 koruna=£1 161°844 | 161°608  160°740 | 160°563 
Oslo (Christiania) — ; 
18°159 kroner=£1 31°292 31°303 31°288 31°268 
Stockholm— - : : 
18°159 kronor=£1 see 17°756 17°732 17°686 17°661 
Copenhagen— | ; fal in : 
18°159 ner=£1 ii . | 26°844 96°853 | 26°782 26°715 
Switzerland— i ams 
Bee eeis francs=£] is - 24°799 24°787 | 24°784 24°767 
uenos Aires— . 
45°683 | 45°323 | 45°261 | 45°542 


_48°567d.=1 dollar 
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The movements of the leading rates of exchange, 
calculated in percentages of gold parity (relative value 
of foreign currency to that of the country where 
quotation is made), are given below:—— 


NEW YORK ON: 


London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam. 
6th February ... 98-18 27:93 21-51 100-11 
15th February ... 98:10 27°26 21°35 99-94 
20th February... 97-97 27°26- 21-25 99-69 
27th February ... 97:79 26°69 20°99 99°39 
LONDON ON : 
Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Berne. 
5th February ... 21-92 101-83 102-19 101-62 
12th February... 21°86 101-97 102-36 101-70 
19th February... 21°69 101-92 102-77 101-82 
26th February ... 21°34 101-88 102: 89 101-86 
PARIS ON: 
London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
6th February’... 552-16 358-82 560-18 558-00 
13th February... 356°68 563: 38 36522 5635-00 
20th February’... 361-60 568: 66 571-70 567-75 
27th February... 566°87 575 46 378: 72 575-00 


The outstanding features of the month have been 
the failure of sterling to maintain the position reached 
in the latter part of January and early in February in 
terms of the American dollar and the cheapening of 
the Allied currencies in terms of the pound. The dollar 
cable rate, which averaged 4°781 to the pound during 
January, stood on 2nd February at 4°793, the highest 
rate for the month. The value of the pound dropped 
to 4°773 on 7th February and, notwithstanding a rally 
to 4°788 on the 9th, depreciated further to 4°772 on the 
l3th. A_ rise to 4775 occurred on the 16th, 
but subsequent quotations have been on a_ lower 
level and have in no instance exceeded 4°768. The 
cable rates on 26th and 28th February were 4°759 and 
4°765 dollars to the pound respectively, the latter rate 
representing 97°9 per cent. of parity. 

French frances, which averaged 88°555 to the pound 
in January, depreciated steadily throughout February, 
the lowest. and highest closing quotations of the month 
being 8835 and 92°75 francs to the pound. These 
occurred on 4th and 28th February respectively. 
The latter rate was the most unfavourable to French 
currency since 13th March, 1924. In the case of the 
Belgian currency the depreciation was not so pro- 
nounced, the limits of the movement being confined 
within the closing quotations of 92°6 and 95°15 francs 
to the pound, the lower rate occurring on the 4th and 
the higher on 25th February. The closing quotations 
on the 2nd, 14th and 28th of the month were 92°675, 
95°0 and 94°95 respectively. Italian lire depreciated 
almost daily, and the high record closing quotation of 
118°1 to the pound on 25th February compares with 
the corresponding quotation of 99°125 a year earlier. 
The lowest closing quotation was 114°938 on the 4th 
February, and the closing rates at the beginning and 
end of the month were 115°313 and 117°813 lire to the 


pound respectively. 
Unlike the Allied currencies, the currencies of 


Germany, Czechoslovakia, Sweden and Switzerland 
improved during the month, German Reichsmarks, 
which averaged 20°078 to the pound in January, closed 
on 2nd and 3rd February at 20°125. Thereafter the 
tendency was unfavourable to sterling, the closing rates 
on 7th, 14th and 23rd February being 20°06, 20°04 
and 19°99 reichsmarks to the pound respectively. 
There was a slight rise on the 27th and 28th of the 
month, the closing rate on the latter day being 20°01. 
Czechoslovak crowns, which had been cheapening since 
last September, closed on 2nd February at 161°375 to 
the pound. The highest quotation of the month was 
reached at 162°125 on the following day, but there- 
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after the movement was steadily against sterling, the 
most unfavourable closing quotation for this country 
being that of 160°25 on 27th February. The closing 
rate on the last day of the month was 160°75 crowns 


to the pound. In Stockholm and Switzerland fluctua- 
tions were slight. In the former case the movement 
was confined within the narrow limits of 17°78 and 
17°65 kronor to the pound; in the latter between 24°83 
and 24°75 francs to the pound. The higher rate was 
in each case at the beginning of the month and the 
lower on the 26th. 

Spanish pesetas were worth rather less at the end of 
the month than at the beginning, the respective closing 
quotations being 33°52 and 33°58 to the pound, and 
the fluctuations ranged between 33°45 on the 6th and 
7th and 33°69 on the 11th. 

The Amsterdam and Oslo exchanges also moved 
within rather narrow limits. In the former case the 
highest closing quotation was 11°910 florins to the 
pound on 28th February and the lowest 11°860 on the 
7th; in the latter case the fluctuations were bounded 
by the closing quotation of 31°31 kroner to the pound 
on 9th February and that of 31°235 on the 26th. 

The Danish currency, notwithstanding a slight rise 
in the rate in the early part of the month, improved 
appreciably in value on balance. The closing rates on 
the 2nd, 10th, 27th and 28th February were 26°83, 
26°895, 26°680 and 267 kroner to the pound 
respectively. 

Notwithstanding an improvement at the end of the 
month the Buenos Aires dollar depreciated on balance. 
It represented 45°688 pence on 2nd February, 45 pence 
on the 12th, 45°188 pence on the 21st and 45°75 pence 
on the 28th. 





ee 


Notes on Trade. 





‘*GAS” CONTENT OF REFRIGERATED 
HOLDS CARRYING APPLES. 


This Report* is the second of a series devoted to the 
results obtained by an expedition sent to Australia in 
1923 under the auspices of the Food Investigation 
Board of the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research for the purpose of studying conditions 
occurring in the handling and transport overseas of 
apples. The first Report} dealt in a general way with 
the problems attacked and the results achieved. It was 
there pointed out that the problem of tracking down the 
cause of the disease of brown heart in apples demanded 
a thorough study of the atmospheric conditions in ships’ 
holds of different types. This is the problem with which 
the present Report is concerned. 


a ee 


CANADIAN APPLE SHIPMENTS. 


The High Commissioner in London for Canada has 
been officially advised by cable, from Ottawa, that 
between 12th and 18th February 24,000 barrels and 
4,000 boxes of Canadian apples were shipped to United 
Kingdom ports. 


QUEBEC TOBACCO PRODUCTION IN 1924. 


Tobacco production in the Province of Quebec during 
1924 amounted to 6,575,740 lbs., harvested from an 





* Special Report No. 21 of the Food Investigation Board. 
Published by H.M. Stationery Office. Roy. 8vo.; paper 
wrapper ; pp. iv. +56, with 18 figs. and plates. Price 1s. 3d. net. 

t Special Report No. 20 of the Food Investigation Board— 
“The Problems of Apple Transport Overseas.’’ H.M. 
Stationery Office. Price 9d_ net. 
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area of 8,044 acres, according to a report published by 
the Federal Department of Agriculture. Cigar tobacco 
harvested totalled 3,089,370 lbs., followed by large pipe 
tobacco with 2,279,000 Ilbs., small pipe tobacco 
with 1,038,400 lbs., and miscellaneous tobacco with 
168,920 Ibs. 


MONTREAL GRAIN RECORD. 


Grain to the amount of 165,139,396 bushels wags 
handled at Montreal during 1924, the largest amount 
ever moved at the port in any one year, according to 
the final figures issued by the Montreal Harbour Com- 
missioners. In 1923 the total was 120,107,990 bushels. 
while in 1922, the best previoug year, 155,035,817 
bushels passed through the port. 





SOUTH AFRICAN SHIPMENTS TO EUROPE, 


The High Commissioner in London for the Union of 
South Africa has been advised by cable from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the week 
ended 21st February the following quantities of South 
African produce were shipped to United Kingdom and 
Continental ports :— 


United | 
Commodity. | Kingdom | vonen 
| Ports. | x 
Wool “ee we ... bales ' 5,616 | 4,219 
Mohair ... es ... bales 40 — 
Hides — — ... bales 2,832 | 1,297 
Skins ine si ... bales 137 | 331 
Sheep skins se ..» bales . 138 106 
Goat skins oie ... bales 56 | — 
Calf skins... —_ ... bales 38 | — 
Wattle bark — ... tons | 59 | 722 
Wattle extract... ——— " — | 642,127 
Ostrich feathers ... ... Cases , 16 | 4 
Buchu ” eae ... bales 10 | — 
Cotton lint ise «a 2 5,290 | _ 
Maize ove we ... bags 2,839 7,349 
Chop ove “we ... bags 590 721 
Oats _ see .. bags | 3,668 ~- 
Sunflower seed bags | —- 567 


a 


SOUTH AFRICAN FRUIT SHIPMENTS. 


The High Commissioner in London for the Union of 
South Africa has been advised by the Department of 
Agriculture that on 20th and 22nd February last the 
following boxes of fruit were shipped to United Kingdom 
and Continental ports:—Pears, 85,374; peaches, 
27,115; grapes, 20,912; plums, 15,845; nectarines, 991; 
inangoes, 293; pines, 151; melons, 38; avocado pears, 
32; apples, 14; and granadillas, 12. A shipment of 
1,198 trays of pines was also made. 





MARKING OF CERTAIN TYRES NO LONGER 
REQUIRED IN SPAIN. 


Article 280 of the new Spanish Customs Regulations 
provides that, in order to circulate in Spain, imported 
solid rubber tyres, with or without metal rim, and 
covers and inner tubes of rubber for any kind of vehicle 
must bear a tag (marchamo) affixed by the Customs 
IIouse through which they are imported. This re 
quirement has, however, been withdrawn in respect of 
solid rubber tyres with metal rim, or reinforced 
(armadura), by a Royal Order issued recently. The 
requirement of a corresponding mark in respect of 
Spanish-made tyres of this kind is also withdrawn. 
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DECLARATIONS OF CARGO FOR GOODS 
SHIPPED TO PORTUGAL. 

The ‘‘ Diario do Governo ’’ (Lisbon) of 13th Feb- 

10,544) of the same 


which provides 


rary contains a Decree (No. 
date, and effective as from-.Ist April, 
that declarations of cargo may be received at Portu- 
suese Consulates and Vice-Consulates up to ten days 
after the departure of the vessel containing the goods 
described therein. The declaration should be endorsed 
within 4&8 hours of its presentation, but if this period 
ig exceeded in exceptional circumstances the respon- 
sible official is to make a statement to that effect on 


the three copies of the declaration of cargo. 


ew ee ee 


FINNISH FISH EXPORTS. 


Before the war about 90 per cent. of the fish exported 
from Finland went to Russia, the total exports in 1913 
being about 9 million kilogs., states ‘‘ Finnish Trade,”’ 
published by the Central Economic Organisations in 
Finland. Last year such exports amounted to about one- 
million kilogs., and the chief customer was Sweden. The 
fish comprises salmon and other scaly fish, such as pike 
and Javaret. A certain quantity of Baltic herrings goes 
to Esthonia, but in decreasing quantities each year. 
Fish conserves, mainly anchovies, are also exported, and 
the Riksdag recently voted 120,000 Finnish marks for 


promoting this branch of the export trade. 


POLISH SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


London has 
sugar 


forwarded 
industry as 


The Polish Legation in 
statistics* concerning the Polish 
follows :— 





Oct.-Jan. 
1923-24. ~ 


Oct.-Jan. 


Dita welt ie _ 
Particulars, | 1924-25, 





Metric tons. Metric tons. 











Stocks (Ist October, 1024) aa 12,734 5,287 
Production a noe | 433,380 | 323,393 
ee | 
| 5 
Home Consumption —_ | 74,454 | 67,480 
Exports ..| 136,760 | 59,570 
| 
Stocks (February, 1925) - 234,900 | 201,630 
i 








— 


* Basis—white crystals. 





NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, S.W. 1. All editorial communications 
should be addressed to ‘‘The Editor.’’ Telephone WNo., 


Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communica- 
lions concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. Stationery 
Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, or Branches 
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ADVERTISEMENTS.—A/l applications concerning the insertion 
of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ should in 
future be addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. 
Stationery Office, Princes Street, London, S.W. 1. (Telephone, 
Victorrva 3820. ) 
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Exhibitions a Fa airs. 


FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT 
SHEFFIELD. 

The Department of Overseas Trade, in collaboration 
with the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce and the Shef- 
field Trades Technical Societies, has made arrangements 
for an Exhibition of Foreign Tool Samples to be held 
in the Cutlers’ Hall on Tuesday and Wednesday, 10th 
and llth March. The samples to be exhibited include 
the following :— 





Description. Countries of Sale. 





Spain. 
New Zealand. 
United States. 


Carpenters’ Tools, Plane Irons, etc. 

Shears and Pliers - ' feos 
Machine Knives and Grooving Saws ... 
Band and Circular Saws and Machine 





Plane Irons ae se = Sweden. 
Band and Circular Saws and Machine 
Knives ... France. 


Machine Plane Irons + ae a | Japan. 


In addition to the above a selection of foreign trade 
catalogues will be available for inspection. Collections 
of carpenters’ and engineers’ tools, saws, files and axes 
from Norway, Denmark, Brazil, Sweden and British 
North Borneo, which have been shown at Sheffield on 
a previous occasion, will also be included for the benefit 
of firms who are particularly interested in_ these 
countries. 

Officials from the Department of Overseas Trade will 
be in attendance during the Exhibition to supply further 
information respecting the samples and the markets from 
which they have been obtained. 





FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION AT 
MANCHESTER. 

An Exhibition of Foreign Samples was held in the 
College of Technology, Sackville Street, Manchester, 
on 24th and 25th February. 

The samples, particulars of which were given in the 
‘‘ Journal ’’ of 19th February (page 221) were inspected 
by representatives of 67 firms, and proved of great in- 
terest to manufacturers engaged in the production of 
similar classes of goods. 

At the conclusion of the display a large number of 
samples and catalogues were loaned to manufacturers 
who wished to consider more carefully ine possibility of 
exporting similar goods to the various markets repre- 
sented. Numerous enquiries for commercial informa- 
tion and assistance in matters relating to export trade 
were received. 

Previous exhibitions in Manchester have invariably 
been entirely devoted to textiles, and many manufac- 
turers who visited this display, unaware of the facilities 
offered by the Department, were very appreciative of 
the valuable assistance rendered to them. 





DANZIG INTERNATIONAL FAIR. 

Reporting to the Department of Overseas Trade on the 
Danzig International Fair, which was held from 5th to 
8th February, the British Consul at Danzig states that 
twelve nations were represented by 304 exhibitors, the 
principal business being done in textiles, clothing and 
footware. Good business was also reported in machinery 
and household utensils. Of the trades represented the 
textile section had the largest number of exhibitors, viz., 
95, followed by iron, steel and hardware 86, provisions 
and foodstuffs 48, and machinery 41. 





INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION 
OF WATER SUPPLY AND GAS INDUSTRIES 
AT PADUA. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
an International Exhibition of the Water Supply and 
Gas Industries is to be held in the buildings of the Padua 
International Sample Fair from 5th to 30th June; an 
International Congress of these industries will take place 
between 10th and 15th June. Fuller details are avail- 
able at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1 
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FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 








UNITED KINGDOM. 


IpgaAL Homes EXxHIsiT1Ion— 
Olympia, March 2nd-25th. Organised by Associated 
Newspapers, Ltd., 130, Fleet Street, London, E.C. 4. 


MANCHESTER BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION— 
March 3rd-14th. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., 
City Hall, Manchester. 


DusBLIN CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION— _e 
March Sth. Apply to Dublin and Irish Provincial 
Exhibitions, 42, Pearse Street, Dublin. 


SUNDERLAND IpEaL Homes aND GENERAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
March 25th to April 4th. Apply to Messrs. Hamiltons, 
Ltd., Granville Chambers, Bury Street, London, W.C.1. 


BRITISH EMPIRE EXHIBITION— 
Wembley Park, April-October. Apply to Director 
United Kingdom Exhibits, Administration Buildings, 
Wembley. 


Nations’ Foop Exx1siT1ion— 
London, April 11lth-May 2nd. Apply to International 
Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, New 
Broad Street, London, E.C. 2. 


DRAPERY, TEXTILE, AND WoMEN’s WeAR EXHIBITION— 
London, April 20th-May Ist. Organised by Inter- 
national Trades Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, 
New Broad Street, London, E.C. 2. 

NATIONAL TRADES AND GoOols HOUSEKEEPING EXHIBITION— 
Sheffield, April 22nd-May 2nd. Apply to L. Batley, 
Esq., Gorsey Works, Stockport. 

CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION (29TH)— 

Holland Park Hall, London, May 4th-8th. Organised 
by the British and Colonial Druggist, Ltd., 194-200, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 


Tosacoco ExHIBITION— 
Olympia, May 9th-16th. Apply to ‘‘ Tobacco,’’ Monu 
ment Station Buildings, London, E.C. 4. 


INTERNATIONAL PRINTING, STATIONERY, AND ALLIED TRADES 
ExHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, London, May 16th-30th. 
Apply : Messrs. F. W. Bridges and Sons, Ltd., Avenue 
ona 4, Vernon Place, Southampton Row, London 
IpEAL HoMeEs aNpD NATIONAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Liverpool, July 6th-25th. Apply to L. Batley, Esq.. 
Gorsey Works, Stockport. 
ANNUAL HEALTH EXHIBITION— 
Waverley Market, Edinburgh, July 20th-25th. In con- 


nection with the 36th Congress of Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S8.W. 1. 


CycLE AND Motor CycLe SHow— 
Olympia, September 21st-26th. Apply to the British 
Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ 
Union, Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. 


TextTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION. - 
Manchester City Hall, October 2nd-17th. Apply to the 
Organisers, 121, Deansgate, Manchester. 





OVERSEAS. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF MODERN DECORATIVE 
AND INDUSTRIAL ART. 


PARIS—APRIL TO OCTOBER, 1925. 


A British Section is under organisation for the British Govern- 
ment by the Department of Overseas Trade. A National Pavilion 
is being constructed, and space has been allotted to Great Britain 
in other parts of the Exhibition area. 

Exhibits will be divided into the following groups :— 
l. Architecture. 
2. Furniture and Furnishings, including Fancy Goods, 
Textiles, Paper, Books, Sports Clothing, etc. 
5. Apparel. 
4. Theatrical, Street and Garden Arts. 
5. Educational. 
Particulars obtainable from the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Leipzig INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farn— 
March Ist-7th. Technical Fair, March Ist-1lth. Apply 
to Charles Hennion, Jr., Astor House, Aldwych. 
London, W.C. 2. 


Lyons INTERNATIONAL SAmPLe Farr (15Ta#)— 
March 2nd-l5th. Apply to Hotel-de-Ville, Lyons. 


MontTeeaL WareRworks ExnisiTion— 

Windsor Hotel, Montreal, March 4th-6th. In conjunc- 
tion with Bi-Annual Convention of Canadian Section of 
American Waterworks Association. Apply to Mr. H. T. 
Hunter, c/o Messrs. Francis Hankin and Co., Ltd., 598, 
Union Avenue, Montreal. (See also the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 
25th December, 1924, page 726.) 
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VIENNA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fark (8tH)— 
March 8th-l4th. Apply to Messe-Aktiengesellschaft, 1, 
Museumstrasse, Wien VIIc. 


Urrecut INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (12TH)— 
March 10th-19th. Apply: Secretaris, Vredenburg, 
Utrecht. 


BRESLAU INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE AND Book Farr (16TH)-- 
March 15th-17th. Apply to Breslauer Messegesellschaft, 
6, Elisabethstr, Breslau, I. 


GENEVA INTERNATIONAL MoToR AND Cycle SHow (2ND)— 
March 20th-29th. Apply: 2, Place Bel Air, Geneve. 


Kre~ NorRTHERN SAMPLE Farr (7TH)— 
March 22nd-25th. Apply to Messamt, Klinke 27/29, 
Kiel. 

CoLoGNE Fair (SPRING SESSTON)— 
General Fair, March 22nd-27th. ‘lechnical Fair, March 
22nd-3lst. Apply to the Fair Representative, Stanley 
House, Dean Stanley Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (10TH)— 
March 22nd-29th. Apply: Staromestska 


Praha I. 

BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Farr (6TH)— 
Palais du Cinquantenaire, March 25th-April 8th. 
Apply : Maison des Ducs, 19, Grand’ Place, Bruxelles. 


M1tan INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fark (6TH)— 
April 12th-27th. Apply: 8 Via Amedei, Milano. 


FLORENCE [INTERNATIONAL Book Fair (2ND)— 
April 16th-June 16th for British section. 
Publishers’ Association, 
London, E.C. 4. 


Swiss Samptes Farr (9tH)— 
Basle. April 18th-28th. 


FRANKFORT INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (12TH)—— 
April 19th-22nd. Apply to Haus Offenbach, Platz der 
Republik, Frankfurt-am-Main. 


RENNES FAaIR— 
April 25th-May rd. Information obtainable from 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W, 1. 


ZAGREB INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR AND SporRt EXHIBITION— 
April 26th-May 4th. 


BRESLAU INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND MACHINERY AND 
CONSTRUCTION FAIR— 
May. Apply to Breslauer Messegesellschaft, Elisabethstr 
6, Breslau, [. 


HYDRAULIC POWER AND TOURING EXHIBITION— 
Grenoble, May-October. _ For syllabus apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade at address given below. 


Posen FirtH ANNUAL Farr— 
May 3rd-l0th. Apply to Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


GRANDE SEMAINE DE TouRs— 
May 9th-17th. Mairie de Tours. 


HAVANA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Farr (2ND)— 
May 14th-29th (approx. dates). 


AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL ‘ToBACcO EXHIBITION— 
May 15th-June lst. Apply to Directors, International 
Tobacco Exhibition, Nes 41, Amsterdam. 


ForrE-EXxPOSITION DE L’ ANJOU, ANGERS— 

June 5th-14th. Particulars obtainable from Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 

INTERNATIONAL NETHERLAND East INDIAN Fair (6TH)— 
Bandoeng. June 20th-July 5th. 

HeELsincrors INTERNATIONAL FINNISH Farr (6TH)— 

July I1st-6th. Apply: MF inlandska Massa A.B., 
Frederiksgatan 14, Helsingfors. 

DuNKIRK SAMPLE Farr OF THE NORTHERN CountrRigEs (2ND)— 
July 10th-26th. Apply: 2 Rue Gaspard Malo, 
Dunkerque. 

Rica INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AND Farr (5TH).— 

July 19th-August 2nd. 
CANADIAN NaTIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Toronto, August 29th-September 12th. Apply to Sec- 
retary, Lumsden Building, Toronto. For British Sec- 
tion, apply to Federation of British Industries, 39, St. 
James’ Street, London, S.W. 1. 
DUNEDIN EXHIBITION oF WoRLD’s ARTS, PRopUCTs AND MANU- 
FACTURES— : 
November 12th, 1925-March 31st, 1926. Apply to Exhi 
bition Section, Federation of British Industries, 39, St 
James’s Street, London, S.W. 1. 


radnice. 


Apply to 
Stationers’ Hall Court, 





[Nore.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1.] 
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EASE OF GERMAN IMPORTS INTO NEW 
SOUTH WALES. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner. ) 


INCR 


SYDNEY. 


According to the Returns of Customs imports of German 
origin into New South Wales during October last amounted 
in value to £88,020, as compared with £57,854 and £57,272 
respectively in the two previous months, while during the 
first ten months of 1924 imports from Germany were valued 


at £567,809. The following table shows the value of the 
eet imports : _— 
‘Commodity. Value. 
2 
Gloves (not rubber) 10,743 
Toys... hen 10,522 
Upright pianos 9,633 
Lace for attire 4,930 
Upright player pianos 4,915 
Clocks o : 2,656 
Cutlery, spoons and forks” 2,541 
Trimmings and ornaments 2,528 
Tools of trade 1,994 
Musical instruments 1,845 
Domestic glassware 1,474 
Fancy goods , 1,346 
Manufactures of metals 1,230 
Glass, polished and patent plate 1,032 
1,017 


Home kinematographs 





BRITISH GUIANA. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN 1924. 


The total value of imports during the year under review 
was 9,145,267 dols., states the ‘‘ British Guiana Commercial 
Review.’’ Of this amount the share of the United Kingdom 
amounted to 4,742,727 dols., while Canada and the United 
States contributed imports to the value of 2,233,150 dols. 
and 1,253,903 dols. respectively. The following table shows 
the values of the chief imports, together with the shares 
thereof of the United Kingdom, Canada and the United 
States :— 
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, Total United . United 
aaa Value. Kingdom. ramus States. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Cotton piece- sited 1,406,528 | 1,211,800 4,793 113,544 
Flour we 1,131,321 — 1,112,978 17,901 
Machinery 801,136 601,653 4,737 167,814 
Ammonia Sulphate 475,058 | 469,764 -- 5,294 
Coal : 285,492 127,653 -—— 138,251 
Metal, manufactured 283,447 245,499 11,568 15,329 
Boots and shoes ... 254,666 161,640 ats 9,171 
Butter 195,814 104,561 7,948 17,963 
Potatoes 193,456 7,878 107 551 28,088 
Fish, scale 192,735 109,275 80,113 1,124 
Bags (sugar) 189,543 64,078 114,308 26,848 
Tobacco, manufac- 
tured 188,758 182,425 1,258 —- 
Pork , | 168,329 231 14,785 153,313 
Oils, cotton seed .. 163,229 161,974 3 1,252 
Soap ease | 156,779 | 156,479 — 238 
Export TRADE. 


\ very considerable decrease was recorded in exports in 
15,531,533 dols., as against 17,384,207 


1924. the total being 
dols. in 1923. 


The share of the United Kingdom amounted 


to 6,038,534 dols., as against 8,392,597 dols. in the previous 
year, while exports to Canada and the United States were 


valued at 6,734,222 


dols. and 
9,654,221 dols. and 736,751 dols. 


847,344 dols., 
respectively in 1923. <A 


as 


against 


ees proportion of the exports comprised sugar, 8,482,278 
dols., and diamonds, 4,097,437 dols. 


shows the value of the chief exports, 


The following table 
together with the 


Shares of the United Kingdom, Canada and the United 


States :— 
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Total United United 
Commodity. Value. | Kingdom.| Canada. | states. 
1 Cree re are 

Dols. F Dols. Dols. | Dols. 

Sugar aa .--| 8,482,278 | 1,720,980 | 6,701,894 | — 
Diamonds ... .| 4,097,437 2.938, §23 1,301 | 15,903 

Balata 822,162 | 822,162 — — 
Bauxite 781,736 | 108 — | 781,628 
Rum we Gad 363,858 249,708 16,189 2 
Rice — ef 312,572 14 6 
Timber... ...| 124,827 55,588 | 7 647 
Gold 98,803 84,137 —-- 14,666 
Molasses 96,933 54,337 13 16,367 























ee — 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner for the British West Indies 
and Central America, in his- Report on the Economic and 
financial Conditions in the British West Indies and other 
British Possessions contiguous thereto (H.M. Stationery 
Office, price ls, 6d, net, 1s. 7d. post free), states that during 
the last twenty-five years the sugar industry has experienced 
keen rivalry from beet sugar grown in European countries 
and from cane sugar grown in Cuba, and since the great 
slump in values in 192i has passed through a trying period, 
assisted by such financial help as the Governments of the 
sugar-growing Colonies were in a position to afford. To 
make matters worse, many estates changed hands at much 
inflated values during the period of unparalleled prosperity, 
and at reduced prices for sugar it was impossible to secure 
an adequate return on the capital invested. The position 
was aggravated further by the falling off in the demand 
for rum (a by-product of great importance to the sugar 
industry of Jamaica and British Guiana). Prohibition in 
the United States, the discontinuance of the demand from 
Germany, and the high import duties in the United King- 
dom were the main causes of the decline in the rum in- 
dustry. The demand for syrup also decreased to a very 
large extent. Before the war the value of the exports from 
Barbados of molasses or syrup exceeded the value of the 
exports of sugar, and many factories in that Colony pro- 
duced nothing else but molasses. During the last few 
years, however, the positions have been reversed. An 
improvement in sugar values took place in 1922 and a 
further improvement in 1923. But about the middle of 
March last year prices fell to an alarming extent, and in 
June they were approximately £11 per ton below the value 
before the decline set in. The value of grey refining sugar 
at the end of June was about £21 per ton c.i.f., as com- 
pared with £32 10s. at the beginning of March. 

SuGAR Crops In 1924. 

In Jamaica and Antigua the sugar crops have been 
adversely affected by drought, but in Barbados and Trinidad 
crops have turned out better than was anticipated. The 
1923 crop in Barbados was exceptionally good. During that 
year the quantity of sugar exported from the Colony was 
49,060 tons, but the fancy molasses equated to sugar was 
equal to another 13,651 tons, making a total of 62,711 tons, 
valued at £1,820,571. According to the estimate of the 
Director of Agriculture, Barbados, the 1924 sugar crop, 
including fancy molasses equated to sugar, is likely to 
reach 60,000 tons. The tonnage of the 1924 crop in Trinidad 
is not yet known, but it is expected to be much larger than 
the previous year’s crop of 41,619 tons. In British Guiana 
the estimates for the year 1923 were 95,494 tons of sugar 
from an area of 51,445 acres, but results showed production 
lo be short of the estimates by 3,038 tons, and the area 
under sugar cullivation by 1,783 acres. The reduction in 
the acreage under sugar in British Guiana and in the yield 
in 1923 as compared with the previous year was 4,088 
acres and 8,672 tons. 

The area under cultivation in sugar in the British West 
Indies varies according to the demand as compared with 
that of other tropical products. In Jamaica the cultivation 
of the sugar-cane and the manufacture of its various pro- 
ducts have been largely superseded by the cultivation of 
hananas. (Quite recently, however, British capital has been 
attracted to Jamaica for agricultural development and has 
lent encouragement to an extension of the cane fields in that 
Colony. Last year a British company took over a sugar 
factory of 10,000 tons capacity which had ceased to operate, 
and an inducement was offered to plant more canes on the 
north side of the island where the factory is located. In 
the eastern end of the island coconut trees and other plants 
are being destroyed so as to bring larger areas under cane 
cultivation. 

In Trinidad a much larger area is under cultivation in 
cocoa, but an increase in the cane farming industry of the 
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Colony has taken place recently consequent upon the low 
prices obtainable for cocoa. An area under indifferent cocoa 
cultivation of about 1,000 acres in situations favourable for 
the transportation. to existing factories has been transferred 
from cocoa to sugar-cane. And subject to these limitations 
there is a tendency for the transfer to continue. 

As regards the Leeward Islands, the normal production of 

sugar in both the Presidencies of Antigua and St. Kitts 
is approximately 12,000 tons of grey crystals. A small 
amount of Muscovado sugar is manufactured for local con- 
sumption in Antigua, Nevis, the Virgin Islands and Mont- 
serrat. A small quantity of syrup is produced in Dominica 
and consumed locally either in the form of syrup or after 
conversion into rum. During the season 1922-23 a white 
sugar refinery plant was installed at a factory in Antigua, 
and the 1924 crop from this refinery produced 200 tons of 
refined white crystals as against 120 tons in the previous 
year. 
, Apart from special circumstances, conditions during the 
last two years have encouraged cane farmers to plant new 
areas, and it is expected that the 1925 crop will be a record 
one, and the 1926 crop even larger. Subsequent develop- 
ments will be largely determined by the prices obtainable 
during the next two years. 


KENYA, UGANDA AND ZANZIBAR. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN 1924. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner. ) 
NALROBI. 

The total value of imports for home consumption into 
henya and Uganda during the past three-quarters of last 
vear was £4,106,569, as compared with £2,959,908 in the 
corresponding period of 1923, while domestic exports were 
valued at £5,068,129 and £3,169,291 respectively. 

The approximate value of imports for home consumption 
into Zanzibar during 1924 was £1,192,206, as against 
£1,162,645 in 1923, while domestic exports reached a total 
of £1,255,736 and £1,407,472 respectively. The decline in 
exports is, however, more than accounted for by the 
decreased clove exports. In 1923, exports of cloves amounted 
to 200,623 cwts., valued at 1,59,24,888 Rs., whereas last year 
such exports only aggregated 169,309 ewts., valued al 
1,21,52,311 Rs. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 





TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL PROSPECTS. 


On the whole business in South Africa was quiet 
throughout 1924, but a more optimistic feeling now pre- 
vails regarding the future, and in various directions there 
would appear to be some ground for optimism, states the 
Standard Bank of South Africa, Limited. Climatic condi- 
tions throughout the Union are favourable for all classes of 
farming, and the prospects of the maize crop, which in 1924 
proved disappointing, are considered satisfactory. Country 
business is reported to be improving as the result of the 
high prices realised by farmers for wool and other produce. 

The total output of the Transvaal gold mines for the year 
1924 was 9,597,634 ounces, valued at £43,038,905, and, as 
anticipated, constitutes a record for the industry as regards 
both weight and value. This is the sixth occasion on which 
the yearly output has exceeded nine million ounces. A 
record was also established in dividend payments, the total 
of which—£9,960,321—surpassed the previous best in 1910 
by half a million pounds, and compared with £8,482,421 
for the year 1923. 

The diamond industry is having to contend with over- 
production, consequent on fresh discoveries in other parts 
of the world and the continued proclamation of new fields 
in’ South Africa, and much importance attaches to the 
efforts now being made towards a general restriction of out- 
put and disposal. The four big producing concerns in this 
country have arranged for the continuance of the agreement 
for the limitation of outputs which lapsed on 31st Decem- 
ber, and it is reported that whereas some hitch had occurred 
in the negotiations for the renewal of the sales agreement 
with the Diamond Syndicate in London, this matter has 
now been satisfactorily settled. It is recognised, however, 
that to get the best results the policy of restriction should 
be adopted by all producers, and the possibility of estab- 
lishing some form of international control is being 
explored. 

Wholesale prices have in the main kept steady during 
the past two years, but the average over all commodity 
youps for the year 1924 was slightly in excess of that for 
1923. Generally speaking, the tendency has been for South 
African goods, chiefly raw materials and agricultural pro- 
ducts, to rise in value, and for imported articles, com- 
prising mainly manufactures, to fall. 
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EUROPE. 
ESTHONIA. 











FOREIGN TRADE IN 1924. 
(From the British Consul. ) 

REV At. 
The import trade during Jast year amounted to approxi- 
mately 8,049 million Esthonian marks, as against 9,332 
million E.mks. in 1923, while exports for 1924 are estimated 
to amount to 7,864 million E.mks. as compared with 5,712 
million E.mks. in the previous year. The following table 
shows the values of the chief classes of imports and exports 

in 1924, together with the comparative figures for 1923 :— 





| | 
| 1924. | 1923. 





a ee —— — om - 


Commodities. 
Imports. oapern, Imports. | Exports, 








(Million |. Mks.)| (Million |E. Mks.) 
Cereals, potatoes, fodder...| 1,699 | 173 1,060 66 
Animal products (includ- | | | 








ing butter) tw sos] 7 | 1,190 | 8 664 
Fish and fish goods woe] 224 23 |; 210 | 5 
Foodstuff, condiments and | 

beverages - 1,097 83. | 992 | 168 
Live animals and poultry | — 96 2 |; 134 
Leather, leather goods and | | 

other animal products... 178 128 290 | 82 
Seeds and vegetables... 160 94 53 | 26 
Wooden goods and manu- 

factures of wood = 45 1,752 53 1,398 
Paper, paper manufac- 

tures and printings .... 134 646 239 590 
Cotton, linen and other 

fibres = oe noe 947 1,783 1219 | 1,155 
Textiles... nae — 583 1,458 1172 | 1,066 
Metals cl ve io 263 60 | 282 | 43 
Metal goods we ae 366 | 15 488 | 27 
Agricultural machines and | | | 

implements ist ea 154 4 330 | 19 
Other machines el §«©=6§SSD 53 {| 992 | 7 
Instruments and apparatus 69 | 1 | 198 | 38 
Stones and ceramic pro- | | | 

ducts... side _ 128 | 216 | 188 | 97 
Coal and coke _ _ 3098 ;|§ — |; 308 | — 
Oils and fats, etc.... ~ 540 | 3} 469 | 2 
Artificial manures... ae 31 | 7 80 _ 
Chemicals ... oie seit 332 | 83 586 | 58 








The chief countries of origin and destination of imports 
into and exports from Esthonia for 1924 and 1923 are shown 
in the following table :— 


-_-_—— -_—--- - ——$$—$_$_—_- —_— ——— — = nee — ee ee ee 

















1924. 1923. 
Countries. Or es eee — 
Imports. | Exports. | Imports. | Exports. 

(Million |E. Mks.) (Million |E. Mks.) 
Germany .. | 2,908 | 1,774 4,761 | 614 
United Kingdom | 1,142 | 2,633 1,842 | 1,947 
Soviet Union .. 1048 | 416 378 381 
United States .. 1,028 | 29 341 73 
Sweden .. — 325 | 41] 298 574 
Latvia .. oe 311 587 | 7 72 
Netherlands... 222 60 102 38 
Denmark ne 214 504 286 | 356 
Finland .. aa 196 | 522 298 | 48] 
Belgium ~~ | 131 517 218 513 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 





SUGAR PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS. 
(From the Commercial Secretary. ) 
PRAGUE. 
The ‘‘ Central European Observer ’’ states that figures 
issued by the Czechoslovak Sugar Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion for the current season (October to January) show a 
large increase on those for the previous season. The 
January output was 56,583 tons of raw material, compared 
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with 17,378 tons in the corresponding month of 1924. This 
brings the total output for the four months October- 
January lo 8 392, 300 tons, against 974, 728 for the same 
months in last season. Exports in January totalled 99,227 
tons, compared with 33,087 tons in 1924, and total exports 
to the end of January amounted to 544,272 tons, as against 
342,598 in the same period of last season. These exports 
went largely to Italy and Trieste (174,000 tons), Hamburg 
(140,000 tons) the United hingdom (92,000 tons, compared 
with 79,000 last season), Austria (46,000 tons), and Swit- 
zerland (40,000 tons). Among the other countries import- 
ing Czechoslovak sugar Russia (Soviet Union) appears on the 
list for the first time since the war. 

The value of the present season’s sugar exports is esti- 
mated at between 1,250 and 1,500 million crowns. Home 
consumption accounted for 145,512 tons, as compared with 
140,114 tons in the first four months of the 1923-24 season. 
Supplies on hand at the end of January totalled 693,985 
tons, as against 501,251 tons in January, 1923. 

During the four months under review the production of 
molasses was 218,374 tons, as compared with 147,848 tons 


in 1923-24. 





FINLAND. 





TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM IN 1924. 


The total value of imports into Finland from the United 
kingdom during last year was £4,940,021, as compared with 
£5,018,905 in 1923, while the total value of imports from all 
sources was £26,331,567 and £27,101,323 respectively, states 
the Finnish Consulate-General in London. Exports to the 
[nited Kingdom from Finland in the year under review 
were valued at £11,100,036, as against £10,641,389 in 1923 
while the total exports to all countries amounted to 

7,262,346 and £25,633,692 respectively. The following 
lable shows the values of the chief imports and exports in 
1924 :- 


——_ —__ 


a ee ee 








| 
Imports. | Value. kixports. Value. 
a os ad ————_— _——— — 
| | 
£ | £ 
Coal and coke, china | Timber and wooden 
clay, glass, etc. | 859.860 | articles 6,701,060 
Metals and metal | Pulp, pulpboards, | : 
goods ...| 676,688 paper, etc. ... 2,796,166 
Spinning materials .... 612,602 | Animal foodstufis ... 1,369,291 
Textile fabrics ...| 524,720 | Matches, etc. 136,750 
Colonial produce and | | Furskins, hides, 
spices ...| 480,866 skins and leather 
Cereals and produc ts | goods : bine 25,415 
thereof... ..| 341,451 | Colonial produce 
Various textile goods | 268,613 | and spices... 17,024 


Yarns and cordage...| 214,864 | Stones, earth, glass- 
Oils, fats, waxes, etc. | 149,699 | ware, etc ... : 
Machinery and appli- | | Asphalt, tar, resin, 
ances — ..| 141,569 | indiarubber, etc.... 
Asphalt, tan, resin, Tinned and canned | 


indiarubber, etc. goods 


Animal foodstuffs Metals and 
goods 


Cattle 

seeds ie 
| Machinery and ap- 
| pliances 


15 628 
13,602 
8,453 


100,609 | 


98,385 metal 


3,041 


foods and 
» 590 


2,543 





EXPORTS OF HIDES AND SKINS IN 1924. 
’ published by the Central 


the total quantity of 
million 


According to ‘‘ Finnish Trade,’ 
Economic Organisations in Finland, 
undressed hides exported during 1924 was 457 
kilogs., as compared with 2°4 million kilogs. in 1923 and 
37 million kilogs. in 1913. It is noticeable that large hides 
account for most of the increase, having advanced from a 
inillion kilogs. in 1923 to 3°3 million kilogs. in 1924, whereas 
calfskins have only risen from 1:1 million kilogs. to 1°5 
million kilogs. The demand for hides was, generally speak- 
ing, good, and prices were consequently satisfactory. 

The principal purchasers of the hides and skins were 
Germany and the United States, although large quantities 
went to France. 

The supply of 
iainly in consequence of the warm weather. 


furs last season was somewhat limited. 
Finnish furs 
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were formerly exported to Germany, and before the war also 
through agents to Petrograd. Recently, however, most of 
the furs have gone to the United States, the remainder 
going principally to the United Kingdom, France, Germany, 
and Sweden. During last year the furs exported amounted 
to 37,577 kilogs., valued at 21°8 million Finnish marks, as 
against 28,942 kilogs., valued at 19°9 million Finnish marks, 
in 1923. 


LATVIA. 


em en ees | 


DIRECTION OF FOREIGN TRADE IN 1924. 


(From the British Consulate.) 
RGA. 

According to statistics supplied by the Latvian Statistical 
Bureau, the value of imports into Latvia during the past 
year was 256,364,734 lats (equivalent to £10,254,589), as 
compared with 211,857,296 lats (= £8,474,291) in 1923, while 
the value of exports from Latvia in 1924 was 170,523,762 
lats (= £6,821,950), as against 161,978,356 lats (= £6,579,134) 
in the previous year. 

The principal countries from which imports originated 
were :— 





tse - 





Country. 1923. 


Per cent. Per cent. 


United Kingdom 16°32 17°04 
Germany 38°09 45°24 
Russia (Soviet U nion) 6°40 3°57 
Baltic States - 7 “i 11°71] 11°12 
Scandinavia. . ve i i 5°83 7°43 
France : - hei Fe 3°31 1°46 
United States se = bea 2°88 4°04 


a ent ee ————_ 


the principal countries of export destination were : 


ee ct a 








Country. 1924. 1923. 


Per cent. Per cent. 


United Kingdom 42°01 46°28 
Germany 15°90 7°60 
Russia (Soviet Union) 2°64 3°68 
Baltic States 6°16 3°85 
Scandinavia. . sig ns rat 3°34 5°73 
France Ae na we ron 3°31 6°62 
Belgium - 18°49 19°74 
United States 2°26 2°43 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





BUSINESS CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK. 


According to the National Bank of Commerce in New 
York, basic industries are expanding, employment is in- 
creasing, and there is continued confidence in good busi- 
ness. Resistance to price advances is recognised as wide- 
spread, and in consequence the prospect of any prolonged 
rise in the general price level is daily growing more remote. 
Stiff competition and stable prices certainly offer no promise 
of easy profits, but the situation at last seems to be one in 
which moderate forward commitments can be made with 
fair assurance, a condition which has not prevailed hereto- 
fore since the world war. The spirit of artificial optimism 
so much in evidence a few weeks ago has been largely 
eliminated, and the outlook to-day is satisfactory for all 
except those whose only idea of good business is the pro- 
mise of speculative profits. 


WHOLESALE AND RETA TRADE. 


Wholesale and retail trade are fairly good, but there is 
not yet as much improvement in the distributive trades as 
there is in production. While this is the reverse of the 
conditions which have prevailed most of the time since the 
so-called ‘‘ buyers’ strike ’’ of 1920, expansion of basic in- 
dustries was regarded as the forerunner of better business 
during the years before the war. Expanding pay-rolls in 
the iron and steel districts, textile manufactures, and other 
main lines of industry will eventually make themselves felt 
in retail and wholesale demand. The outlook for retail 
trade is much better in most agricultural districts than it 
has been for a long time. | 
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LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 


RUBBER EXPORTS FROM PARA IN 1924. 
(From the British Consul.) 











PARA. 


The following table shows the exports of rubber from this 
port and their destinations, month by month, during the 
past year :— 





Southern | 




















| Perma J 
| gn United | 1 
Month. Europe. | era | edt | | Total. 
_—— — a | — 
i 

| Tons. {| Tons. | Tons. | Tons, 
January | 853 | 1,796 | 17 | 2,666 
February ... 1,046 1,230 | 20 | 2,296 
March a 1,155 | 851 | 30 | 2,036 
April — 849 1040) | 52 | 1,941 
May... — 1,007 1.443 45 2,495 
June = 514 1,269 70 1,853 
July 4 751 599 80 | 1,430 
August ile 96 535 | 20 | 651 
September ... | 479 1,926 30 2,435 
October... | 819 | 576 43 | 1,438 
November ... 518 2,018 | 59 2,595 
December 1,020 | 1180 | 33 2,233 

| 9,107 | 14,463 | 199 | 24,069 

HAYTI. 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN 1924. 

The British Consul and Charge d’Affaires at Port-au-Prince 
in his Report on the Economic, Financial and Commercial 
Conditions in the Republic of Hayti states that during the 
fiscal year ended 30th September last imports were valued 
at 14,696,128 dols., as compared with 14,157,963 dols. in the 
previous year, while exports were valued at 14,176,322 dolls. 
and 14,591,012 dols. respectively. The following table shows 
the values of the principal imports and exports during the 
period under review :— 


—_ —_———— — —- oe rr 























'Y ear e nded Year ended 
Imports. 30th Sept., lxports. 80th Sept., 
1924. | 1924. 
| 
| Dollars. Dollars. 
Foodstuffs .. ...| 4,861,353 | Coffee 10,361,776 
Cotton and manu- | | Cotton, raw 2,068,628 
factures thereof..| 4,317,016 | Sugar, raw 620,412 
Laundry soap | 587,504 | Logwood 335,066 
Tron and steel and | | Cotton seed 202,580 
manufactures | | Cocoa ; 139,341] 
thereof .. ..| 555,057 | Logwood extract 105,604 
Machinery and ap- | | Honey ... 29,655 
paratus | 392,879 | Shell, tortoise 26,904 
Tobacco | 359,262 | Lignum vitae .. 18,036 
Kerosene and petrol | 308,977 | Wax cn es 88] 
Vegetable fibres | 291,425 | Goat and cow 
Timber | na8,a68 | hides ... an 251 
Beverages et 250,579 | 
Leather and manu- | | 
factures thereof. . | 213,609 | 
Motor’ cars and 
lorries .| 208,688 | 
a oe 


Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 


UNITED KINGDOM-GREECE. 








COMMERCIAL AGREEMENTS CONTINUED 
TEMPORARILY IN FORCE. 

With reference to the notice under this heading in the 

‘Journal’ of 8th January (page 48), it should be noted 
ioe acting upon authorisation from the ! National Assembly, 
the Greek Government have, by Decree dated 17th 
February, prolonged the validity of existing commercial 
agreements between Great Britain and Greece for a further 
period of three months. Existing agreements will, there- 





M ARCH 5 » 1925, 


COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND | ARRANGEMENTS—Continued 





fore, continue to be in force, on condition of reciprocity, 
until Ist June. 

It should be noted also that the introduction of the new 
Greek Tariff has been postponed to the same date, viz.. 
Ist June. 





GERMANY-SIAM. 





PROVISIONAL ECONOMIC AGREEMENT. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office 
a copy of the provisional Economic Agreement between Ger- 
many and Siam, which was signed on 28th February, 1924. 
The arrangeme nt, which is to take effect on the date of the 
exchange of ratifications, is to remain in force for a period 
of two years, and thereafter subject to six months’ notice 
of denunciation. 

According to the terms of the Agreement German citi- 
zens, associations and companies in Siam are to enjoy most- 
favoured-nation treatment in regard to navigation, export 
and import of merchandise (including duties payable there- 
on), and protection in respect of patents, trade marks, trade 
names, designs and copyright. In all matters of internal 
and local taxation German cilizens are to be granted 
national treatment. 

Subject to the application of Siamese laws, German 
nationals and commercial, trading and financial companies 
are to be permitted to enter, reside, and do business in 
Siam, and to lease lands and buildings for commercial and 
manufacturing purposes, and to own and dispose of such 
property under the same conditions as Siamese subjects. 

Similar treatment to that mentioned in the two pre- 
ceding paragraphs is to be accorded to Siamese subjects, 
associations, and companies in Germany, with this differ- 
ence, however—that in regard to all the matters dealt with 
Germany accords most-favoured-nation treatment only. 

The coasting trade and fisheries in the territorial waters 
of both Contracting Parties are to be regulated according to 
the laws of each Party, with the understanding that most- 
favoured-nation treatment will be reciprocally granted. 

Privileges granted by either Party to a third State, either 
in frontier traffic or as the result of a Customs union, are 
excluded from the most-favoured-nation treatment provided 
for in the Agreement. 








Shipping and Railways. 
ESTHONIA. 





HARBOUR DUES 

The British Consul-General at Reval has forwarded a 
translation of the full tariff of Esthonian harbour dues. 

(n advance summary of these charges was issued to 
steamship owners and brokers on the Department of Over- 
seas Trade’s Special Register on 17th December last, and 
copies may now be obtained by companies of British origin, 
capital and control, from the City Office of the Department 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2., at which address the full translation is 
available for consultation. 





GERMANY. 





EMDEN HARBOUR EXTENSIONS. 


A report received from the British Consul at Bremen 
states that harbour enlargements are being undertaken at 
Emden with the object of providing additional facilities for 
dealing with bulk goods, such as iron, ores, and coal, at the 
Neuer Binnen Hafen. Nine new loading bridges are being 
erected in addition to the four already available, five of 
which will have a lifting power of 15 tons each, and the 
remaining four of 6 tons each. Work on the extension is to 
be completed next September. 

A publication containing a plan of Emden Harbour, show- 
ing the extension work in progress, is available for con- 
sultation by British companies interested, at the City Office 
of the Department of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Trans- 
port Section), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2. 





POLAND. 





STATE RAILWAY RATES. 


The British Commercial Secretary at Warsaw has for- 
warded a copy of the new classification and tables for the 
calculation of freight rates in force on the Polish State 
Railways as from Ist January. Special exceptional tariffs for 
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inland transport and export goods have been introduced, 
and the tariff also contains rates for the transport of live 
stock. 

The current tariff (in Polish) together with a translation 
of the classification, may be consulted by British companies 
at the City Office of the Department of Overseas Trade (Ship- 
ping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, London, 


E.C. 2. 





SWEDEN. 





WORKING OF STATE RAILWAYS IN 1924. 
(From the British Commercial Secretary.) 
STOCKHOLM. 

It is reported in the press that the operating results of 
the Swedish State Railways, excluding the Lulea-Riks- 
gransen Railway, for the year 1924 were as follows :—In- 
come, 172°8 million kronor, as compared with 1751 million 
kr. in 1928; expenditure, 1426 million kr., against 150° 
million kr.; surplus, disregarding interest on capital, 30°2 
million kr., against 243 million kr. The Lulea-Riksgransen 
Railway, which is economically associated with the Granges- 
berg Iron Ore Company, shows a surplus of 6 million kr. 
after providing interest on capital. 

The State’s capital invested in railways (other than the 
Lulea-Riksgransen) amounted at the end of the year to 
920 million kr., as compared with 896 million kr. at the 
close of 1923, and the interest charge on the same is put 
at 32 million kr., so that there is a net working deficit of 
1'8 million kr. 

Passenger traffic receipts fell from 67°5 in 1928 to 62°1 
million kronor in 1924. Freight traffic reached approxi- 
mately the same volume as in 1923, and provided a gross 
income of 1026 million kr. as against 999 million kr. in 
1923. The figures on freight do not include Lapland ore 
(on the Lulea-Riksgransen Railway), which amounted to 
{800,000 tons, against 4 million tons in 1923 and 5 million 
tons in 1913. 





UPPER RHINELAND. 


NAVIGATION AND PORTS. 

A copy of the ‘‘ Swiss-Rhine Year Book, 1925,’’ which con- 
tains information concerning Basle Harbour extensions, the 
regularisation of the Rhine, particulars of port facilities at 
Strasburg, and various interesting details connected with 
Rhine navigation, has been received. 

The publication may be consulted by British firms 
interested at the City Office of the Department of Trade 
(Shipping and Transport Section), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 





Minerals and Metals. 
AUSTRALIA. 





GOLD SALES IN DECEMBER. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Melbourne has for- 
warded to the Department of Overseas Trade the usual 
monthly circular issued to shareholders by the Gold Pro- 
ducers’ Association, Limited. 

The circular states only a small quantity of gold was ex- 
ported to India by the Association during December, and 
the sales for the month, including local sales for the quar- 
ler ended 31st December, amounted to 14,038 ozs. of stan- 
dard gold, at an estimated average price of £4 3s. 8d. per 
0z., Which is equal to £4 Ils. 4d. per oz. fine. The average 
London price for the month was £4 @s. 9d. per oz. fine. 
\fter deducting the costs of realisation and exchange on 
the gold sold abroad the net return to the Association will 
be about £4 9s. 6d. per oz. fine. 

The Board is closely watching the dollar sterling exchange 
situation, and has already made substantial reductions in 
the cost of carrying on the activities of the Association until 
the course of events becomes clearer, when a definite policy 
will be decided upon for recommendation to members. In 
the circumstances, the Board has decided to discontinue the 
issue of the monthly circular for the present. 





NEW SOUTH WALES GOLD YIELD IN 1924. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Sydney states that, accord- 
ing to a return furnished by the Under Secretary of Mines, 
New South Wales, the gold yield in that State in December 
amounted to 2,003 ozs. crude, equal to 1,811 ozs. fine, valued 
at £7,691. 

The yield for the whole of the past year totalled 20,384 ozs. 
crude, equal to 18,685 ozs. fine, valued at £79,370. 


~ 
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FRANCE. 








SAAR COAL OUTPUT, 1924. 


The Commercial Counsellor at Paris has forwarded the 
following table from the ‘‘ Journee Industrielle ”’ showing 
the output of coal and coke in the Saar Territory in each 
month during 1924, and the total production of the two 
previous years :— 
































COAL. } COKE. 
Mines Mines Works 
Month. i xploited on Total. attached 
by State. Lease. | to Mines. 
} 
Metric Metric 
Metric tons. tons. | Metric tons. tons. 
January ... 1,130,951 34,953 | 1,165,904 15,048 
February... 1,125,302 33,030 | 1,158,332 14,124 
March 1,210,591 33,400 1,243,991 15,927 
April we 1,095,691 28,647 1,124,338 14,766 
May ah 1,140,936 30,834 1,171,770 14,735 
June jie 1,020,268 27,036 1,047,304 14,111 
July ‘iba 1,229,292 32,544 1,261,836 14,488 
August 1,182,179 31,216 1,213,395 16,083 
September 1,137,912 30,458 1,168,370 22,874 
October 1,203,108 34,582 1,237,690 25,078 
November 1,033,214 32,343 1,065,557 24,206 
December 1,138,602 35,029 1,173,631 24,659 
Total, 1924 13,648,046 384,072 14,032,118 216,099 
Total, 1923 8,945,658 246,617 9,192,275 133,002 
Total, 1922 | 10,943,311 296,692 11,240,003 253,120 

















In 1923 there was a strike for some months. 











CANADIAN = 





TO CANADA AND US5S.A. 


SOUTHAMPTON TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 
Via Cherbourg. 


MELITA ... _ 7 Mar. tMARBURN (Q) ... 16 Apr. 
MELITA ..- ous 4 Apr. MINNEDOSA (Q)... 23 Apr. 
LIVERPOOL TO 8ST. JOHN, N.B. 
tMONTROSE eos 6 Mar, MONTCLARE 27 Mar- 


MONTCALM (via Belfast) 13 Mar. MONTROSE  ..._ _—s 3: Apr: 
(t) via Queenstown, (Q) to Quebec and Montreal. 


GLASGOW TO 8ST. JOHN, N.B. 


METAGAMA (B) eos 6 Mar. MONTCALM (G)_... 
(B) via Belfast. (G) Embarks Greenock. 


LONDON TO 8T. JOHN, N.B. 
*BOTHWELL (via Havre) t1 Mar. *BRANDON (Via Havre) 1 Apr. 


AVONMOUTH TO 8ST. JOHN, N.B. 


14 Mar. 


STEAMER se —s axe ove ooo oo ae 
SWANSEA TO 8T. JOHN, N.B. 


ANTWERP TO 8ST. JOHN, N.B. 


BOSWORTH eee coe a eee eve eos 24 Mar. 
HAMBURG TO 8T. JOHN, N.B. 
*BOTHWELL ooo 7 Mar. *BOSWORTH 21 Mar. 
HAVRE TO ST. JOHN, N.B. 
*BOTHWELL .. .. 13 Mar. *BRANDON _ 3 Apr. 


® Freight only. 
JAPAN AND CHINA. 
Sailings from Vancouver. 
EMPRESS OF ASIA... 3 Aprs EMPRESS OF CANADA... 17 Apr. 
NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA. 
Via Canadian Pacific and Canadian Australasian Mail Service 
from Vancouver to Honolulu, Suva, Auckland and Sydney. 
AORANGI ee ee 8 Apr. NIAGARA eee oce 6 May. 


Merchandise by Domin1on Express To ALL Ponts, 


Apply CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


London: 62-5, Charing Cross, S.W.1; 103, Leadenhall St., E.C.3. 

Liverpool : Koval Liver Building, Pierhead. Southampton: Canute 

Road. Antwerp: 25, Quai Jordaens. Brussels: 98, Boulevard Adolphe 

Max. Hamburg: Alsterdamm 24. Rotterdam: Coolsingel 42. Paris: 

7, Rue Scribe, Christiania: Jernbanetorvet 4. Warsaw : 117, Mars- 

zalowska. Prague: 11, Ha namesti, Vienna: 6, Karntaerring, 
or Local Agents Everywhere. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 





GOLD OUTPUT IN DECEMBER, 1924. 

‘The Imperial Mineral Resources Bureau has been informed 
by the Geological Survey of India that the quantity of gold 
extracted from the mines in India during December last 
amounted to 36,100 ozs., valued at Rs, 21,29,758 


GERMANY. 
RUHR COAL OUTPUT IN JANUARY. 
The British Commercial Secretary at’ Cologne has for- 
warded the following extract from the German press :— 
The Ruhr coal production in) January amounted — to 
§ 560.005 tons of coal, 2,020,315 tons of coke, and 512,538 


lons of briquettes. 





— 


Grain, Seeds and Oils. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT. 





SUPPLIES AND REQUIREMENTS. 

The International Institute of Agriculture (Rome) pub- 
lishes in its ‘‘ International Crop Report and Agricultural 
Statislics ’’ a statement concerning the world’s supplies and 
requirements of wheat, which is of considerable interest al 
the present juncture. The essential parts of this statement 
are as follows :— 

AVAILABLE SUPPLIES IN EXPORTING COUNTRIES. 

On the basis of figures relating to stocks of the old crop In 
the chief exporting countries and to the new crops in those 
of the Northern Hemisphere, an estimate was published by 
the Institute last Oclober showing an exportable surplus of 
about 344 million centals on Ist August, 1924. In addition 
lo this quantity the exportable surplus from the then 
ripening crops of Argentina and Australia was forecasted at 
150 million centals. In the aggregate the importing coun- 
iries had therefore at disposal for the period between Ist 
August, 1924, and 31st July, 1925, about 494 million cental’ 
for due completion of their accustomed requirements. 

Successive corrections in the estimates of yields in 
Canada and the United States and closer definitions of 
\rgentine and Australian results have to some extent altered 
the forecasts of last October. Consequently the figures of 
exportable surplus are modified as follows :— 


QUANTITIES EXPORTABLE BETWEEN Ist Av@eust, 1924, 
AND 31st JuLy, 1925. 


(Million centals). 


Canada ... on ... 104°9 | Australia ane «sl 
United States ... ... 158°0 | Other countries... ia ee 
India _.... me seo Ee -—— 
Argentina -_ ae Total ... - 471°5 


The exportable surplus available between Ist August, 1924, 
and 3ist July, 1925, amounts to about 470 million centals. 
(It should be observed that this quantity does not include 
any contribution from the 1925 wheat crop of India, where 
harvest is always much earlier than in other countries of 
the Northern Hemisphere, and exports of new wheat may 
be effected from India before 31st July of this year.) 


REQUIREMENTS OF IMPORTING COUNTRLIES. 


If it is desired to ascertain whether the exportable surplus 
will suffice to meet the requirements of importing countries, 
it is evidently necessary to estimate with some precision the 
extent of these requirements. The experience gained during 
the previous seasons can do no more than furnish an ap- 
proximate basis, comprising some elements of uncertainty. 
The available statistics of many of the countries enable. us 
lo define, from season to season, their aggregates of yields 
and of the quantities imported during the twelvemonth 
between harvests. But, in most cases, these aggregates do 
not represent the actual consumption. Some portions of 
the available supplies during a given season may find their 
destination in adding to the stocks, and may thus be 
carried over to the ensuing season; or, on the contrary, the 
twelve months’ consumption may exceed the sum of yield 
and imports during the period, and trench upon stocks pre- 
viously accumulated. It is thus explainable that the 
apparent consumption (made up by adding to the yield all 
imports during the ensuing twelvemonth) indicates figures, 
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from season to season, of such a fluctuating character that 
they cannot be explained by any elasticity in the real con- 
sumption. 

Analysis of the results during the last three seasons 
reveals incompatible figures of apparent consumption. In 
1921-22, and particularly in 1923-24, these figures are very 
decidedly larger than in 1922-23. In these seasons the first 
and third yielded plentiful crops, while the intermediate 
year was a poor one. It may be assumed that larger avail- 
able supply encouraged freer consumption in 1921-22 and 
again in 1923-24, but it must also be held that stocks in 
importing countries were augmented during the plentiful 
seasons, and reduced in 1922-23. The actual consumption 
was consequently below the apparent consumption in 
1921-22 and in 1923-24, but above it in 1922-23. 

lor the countries which have supplied data of yield and 
trade, it seems probable that the aggregate actual consump- 
lion was about 845 million centals, approximately an 
average between the apparent consumption during 1922-1923 
(a season of deficiency) and that of the plentiful year of 
1923-24. These countries yielded in 1924 slightly over 465 
million centals, and therefore should import about 380 
million centals in order to maintain their due supplies of 
wheat. To these requirements must be added those of 
the other importing countries, which reached the excep- 
tional figure of 124 million centals last season, but are 
usually about 85 million centals: these countries’ imports 
in the current season, taking into account the high prices 
ruling, are likely to be limited to the average quantity, 
which may be expected to include the imports into Russia. 
On this basis the aggregate imports should be about 465 
million centals, a figure almost identical with the exportable 
surplus, already estimated at about 470 million centals. 

The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing estimates 
is, Obviously, that there is a sufficiency of wheat in the 
world lo meet the consumption until the new crops of the 
Northern Hemisphere become available. The supply, 
however, is so nearly balanced by normal requirements 
that their complete satisfaction will entail the commence- 
ment of the coming season without any exportable surplus 
from the old crop, a situation very different from that 
experienced in former years. An entire exhaustion of 
exportable crops during the current season might further 
create an outlook of some anxiety in the coming year if 
the 1925 crops are nol satisfactory. On the other hand, the 
high level of prices and the measures adopted by some 
Governments tending to restrict the consumption of wheat 
may possibly limit the demand and economise the wheat 
stocks of the world. 


WueAtT AVAILARLE AT Isr JANUARY, AND THE NEXT 
HAur-YeAR’s NEEDS. 

The foregoing remarks deal with the entire season from 
Ist August, 1924, to 31st July, 1925. 

Based on the figures of exports and imports of wheat up 
to the end of December, 1924, the Institute estimates that 
the quantities available for export at the beginning of 1925 
Were as follows :— 

QUANTITIES EXPORTABLE AT Ist JANUARY, 1925. 
(Million centals). 





Canada ... = - 39°6 | Australia — ooo «6D 
United States 55°7 | Other countries... nm ee 
India 12°8 | si 

Argentina 79°7 Total ... .-. 2510 


It should be observed that, at the beginning of January, 
11°9 million centals already exported from Canada were in 
transit through the United States. Consequently the actual 
quantity still exportable at the date mentioned was about 
263 million centals. On the other hand, importing coun- 
tries had imported between Ist August and 3lst December, 
1924, an aggregate of about 210 million centals. 

Therefore, if their aggregate import requirements between 
Ist August, 1924, and 31st July, 1925, amount to 465 
million centals, in accordance with the foregoing argument, 
they should import between Ist January and 31st July, 1925. 
about 255 million centals. The considerations already 
adduced tend to show that this quantity may not be found, 
in its totality, to be necessary. 


— mc 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


lhe Pulp and Paper Industry in 1923. Published by the 
Canadian Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. Price 26 
cents. 

fice: Its Cultivation and Preparation. By Charles E. 
Douglas, M.I.Mech.E., Member of Council of the British 
Engineers’ Association, etc. 3s. net. London. Sir Isaac Pitman 
and Sons, Ltd. 

In this book a clear account is given of the cultivation of 
Rice in many countries, and of many varieties, and the manner 
in which it is prepared for market. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


THE BOARD UF 








NEW ZEALAND. 





GOODS SUBJECT TO DEPRECIATED 
CURRENCY DUTY. 


A notice issued by the New Zealand Customs Department 


on the 7th January, 1925, states that the Minister of 


Customs has decided to remove, as from the 9th April, 1925, 
the undermentioned articles from the list of goods subject 
to depreciated currency duty when imported from 
Germany, Austria or Hungary :—lirearms; hats of feit (in- 
cluding felt hoods, blocked, sewn or otherwise worked), 
whether of wool, fur or other material, or mixtures of 
the same; paper, writing and printing; perfumed spirits 
and Celogne water (if under the Tariff liable to ad valorem 
duty); pianofortes; pipes, tubes and tubing of cast or 
wrought iron (including boiler tubes, flanged or unflanged) 
and knees, bends, etc., and any other fittings of any 
material for the same; rubber tyres, bicycle, tricycle, per- 
ambulator, and similar, and inner tubes of rubber for 
meumatic tyres not exceeding 1} inches in diameter; empty 
plain glass bottles, not being cut or ground, infants’ feed- 
ing bottles; jars, plain glass; glass, bevelled, silvered, or 
with rounded or polished edges, mirrors, framed or un- 
framed; glass, crown, sheet, common window, plate, 
polished, coloured, bent, and other kinds, cut to any size 
or shape, not elsewhere specified; glassware not elsewhere 
specified; globes and chimneys for lamps not elsewhere 
specified; roofing tiles, ridging and finials, glass and 
earthen, sheets, plain or corrugated; roofing slates and tiles, 
ridging and finials, composed of cement and asbestos or of 
similar materials; plaster-pulp sheets, plain and un- 
ornamental; toilet preparations and perfumery not else- 
where specified, including perfumed oil; wrapping paper, 
all kinds, glazed, mill-glazed, or unglazed, including 
browns, caps, casings, sulphites, sugars and all other bag 
papers, candle carton paper, tissues, tinfoil paper, not 
printed, not elsewhere specified, in sheets or rolls of any 
size, if under the Tariff liable to ad valorem duty; iron, 
galvanised or plain black, viz., rod, bolt, bar, angle, tee, 
channel, and rolled girders; iron, plain sheet, plain plate, 
and hoop (less than 6 inches in width), whether black, 
polished, enamelled, plated, tinned, galvanised, or other- 
wise coated with metal, not elsewhere specified; rolled 
chequered iron plates, plain black; rails for railways and 
tramways, including layouts, points and crossings for the 
same; rail fastenings, viz., fishplates, creep clips, tie irons, 
bearing brackets, bed plates, cast-iron chocks, bored iron 
bars; bicycles, tricycles and the like vehicles, including 
motor cycles, also hubs, spindles and other finished, partly 
finished or machined parts of the same, not elsewhere 
specified, sidecars for motor cycles; motor vehicles and 
parts thereof, viz., motor vehicles, not elsewhere specified, 
including tractors driven by oil, gas or electricity suited 
for use in warehouses or upon wharves and pavements. 





FOREIGN. 





ALGERIA. 





REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE SALE, 
MARKING, Erc., OF MILK, MILK PRO- 
DUCTS, AND VINEGAR. 

The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel’’ for 24th February con- 
tains two Presidential Decrees, date 17th February, which 
enforce in Algeria the Decrees of 25th and 28th March, 1924, 
coverning the sale, marking, etc., in France of milk, milk 
products, and vinegar (see the issue of the ‘‘ Journal ”’ for 
l0th April, 1924, page 472). The delay of six months 
vranted before the enforcement of certain provisions of the 
Decrees is to date from 24th February. 


FRANCE. 





EXPORT OF CERTAIN WALNUT WOOD 
PERMITTED. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ” for 26th February con- 
.ains an official Notice intimating thal walnut wood, sawn, 
35 mm. thick or less, may be exported from France without 
special authorisation, until further notice. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
ITALY. 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Rome 
reports, by telegraph, that the price fixed, for the period 
ist to 7th March, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 475 lire per 100 gold lire, i.e., the surcharge when 
the duties are paid in paper is 375 per cent. 

|The price of certificates for the previous week was 470 lire 
per 100 lire gold. | 


LITHUANIA. 





EXPORT DUTY ON BONES. 


H.M. Acting Consul at Kovno reports that as from 10th 
lebruary a duty of 5cts. per kilog. has been imposed ot. 
the export from Lithuania of unworked bones from which 
the fat has not been extracted. 


MEXICO. 


IMPORT AND EXPORT OF NARCOTICS. 

H.M. Consul-General in Mexico has forwarded translation 
of a Presidential Decree, dated 8th January and effective 
as from 15th January, which lays down revised regulations 
respecting the import and export of narcotics. 

The import and export of raw opium, opium in powder, 
opium extract, morphine and its salts and derivatives 
(except codeine and dionine), cocaine and its salts and 
derivatives, coca leaves, coca extract, and poppies is per- 
mitted under licence from the Mexican Department of 
Public Health. Import or export must, however, take place 
through the Customs Houses of Nogales, Laredo, Vera Cruz, 
Progreso, La Paz, or Mazatlan. The goods may be sent to 
Mexico City for clearance provided they have been imported 
through one of the above Customs Houses connected with 
Mexico City by railway. 

Preparations containing any of the above substances are 
also subject to these restrictions, unless the proportion does 
not exceed the amount shown below, when they may be 
imported or exported freely without licence, viz. :— 

2% of opium or coca extract. 
1% of extract of opium. 
0'°2% of morphine, its salts and derivatives (except 
codeine and dionine). 
0°1% of cocaine, its salts and derivatives. 
20% of coca leaves. 

The import of opium prepared for smoking, Indian hemp 
(marihuana) in any form, and heroin and its salts and deri- 
vatives is absolutely prohibited. 

Licences for the importation of narcotics are to be issued 
in duplicate, the duplicate copy being retained by the im- 
porter and the original being sent to the consignor. Invoices 
covering these goods will only be attested by Mexican Con. 
sular officers if they include no other goods, and on pre- 
sentation of a permit from the competent authorities of the 
country concerned authorising the export of the goods, in 
addition to the original licence issued by the Mexican 
Department of Public Health. 

The import and export of narcotics by post is prohibited. 





MOROCCO (FRENCH ZONE). 


EXPORT OF CERTAIN FOODSTUFFS. 


With reference to the notice at page 258 of last week’s 
issue of this ‘‘ Journal ’’ respecting the prohibition of the 
exportation of certain foodstuffs from the French Zone of 
Morocco, it should be noted that H.M. Consul at Casablanca 
now reports that the quantities which may be exported are : 

Wheat (soft or hard) 10,000 metric tons. 


darley ... ~ wn oe 20,000 
Flour and food pastes ... 8,000 a . 
Bran | 2.000 e m 





NORWAY. 


CERTAIN CUSTOMS DUTIES AMENDED. 

H.M. Minister at Oslo reports that in virtue of a Royal 
Resolution of 20th February, effective immediately, ‘the 
lemporary ad valorem rates of duty introduced on 38rd July, 
1922, in respect of specified ‘‘ luxury goods have been 
withdrawn as regards certain goods, which are now therefore 
dutiable at the specific rates laid down in the Tariff, subject 
to the temporary increase of 335 per cent. and to payment 
of duty at the gold rate of exchange. 

The following statement shows the goods affected by the 
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Resolution, together with the basic Tariff rates payable 
thereon :— 


a en ee + a ee — 
--- A 


em eee Se ——— — 











{ 
j arifi | , Import 
No. ARTICLES. Duty. 
Kr. 
per kilog. 
57 | Cotton bobbinet and tulle, except | 
Paris net (stivty//) , oe | 4-00 
58 | Paris net, curtain nets and other | 
_ transparent or open woven cotton | 
tissues, either embroidered or inter- | 
woven with figures, patterns, | 
stripes, or checks (except embroidery | 
on canvas) vce sate ae | 2°25 
59 Kmbroidered lengths (cotton) . a? 4-00 
_ Cases and pocket books and other | 
articles similar to portfolios or cases, | 
for instruments, toilet, barbers, 
sewing, writing and the like, with 
or without accessories; sketch 
books, or albums, note books, 
pocket books and purses, including 
the immediate packing : 
Of paper : per kilog. + 
137 With silk lining ... 1-00 
13% Other : vowitl [tems a dks 0°70 
Lay Of canvas or the like (even silk | 
| lined) em 2-00 
140 Of skin or silk Sete eieetin 5°50 
240 (;loves of leather or skin (except those . 
| wholly or partly of glove leather, | per kilog. 
| whether sewn or simply cnt out) ... 2°00 
515 = Clothing and made-up articles of tis- | 


sues wholly or partly of wool, im- 
pregnated or coated with © oil, 
varnish, rubber or the like, or made 








of such impregnated or coated | 
material, or with a covering of 
celluloid ... re Si ay a | 2-60 
| per kilog.4 
358 Sauces lea oad —_ _ pits 1-00 
37] Toys of all kinds, of any material, | 
or parts thereof aie wn a 3°00 
Wire drawers’ work of gold, silver | 
and platinum, real or imitation : | 
439 Lace, cords, galloons, fringes and | 
the like oo wes lo | OO 
440 Wire of gold, silver or platinum, 
| for embroidery; also spangles 
and tinsel ... sis me EE: 2°50 
Trimmings : 
580 l. Of silk alone or combined with 
other materials : 
(6) Other (except cords), in- 
cluding edgings and orna- 
mental lace work ink Sill 9-00 
2. Of other materials : 
581 | Cords ... in “ _ “— 2°00 
582 Other, including edgings and 
ornamental lace work ... _ 4-00 
Woollen goods : 
757 | Blonde, lace, embroidered lengths, 
insertions and the like; also per kilog. 
- | bobbinet and tulle ... a: oi 4-00 
158 | Other transparent or open woven 
| tissues, either embroidered or 
woven in patterns, figures, stripes 
| ae a (not including em- 
| yroidery on canvas ¥. ie 2-00 
763 | Table clocks a A os a 1-00 
| but not more 
than 12 kr. 
each 
764 Other clocks 0°70 
765 Clock cases of wood 0-60 


Other parts of clocks and watches 
(except weights) so far as they are 
not subject to a higher rate of duty 

/ as manufactures of the component 
material ... 


| 

| | 

ie ied 
766 | Dials for watches and clocks falung | 

| under No. 764 ... tie 0-70 
767 | | 

| | 

| 

| 


| 1-00 


t Including weight of immediate packing. 





IMPORT OF POTATOES. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Oslo has 
forwarded copy and translation of a Resolution of 13th 
February which permits the import of potatoes into Norway 
under stringent regulations as to freedom from disease. 
The text of the Resolution may be consulted by persons 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
IMPORT OF HORSES PROHIBITED. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Oslo has 
forwarded translation of a Decree of 16th February, which 
prohibits the importation into Norway of horses and other 
animals of the equine genus. 








SPAIN. 


PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTLES. 

The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid’ for 28th February contains a 
Royal Order, dated 27th February, which fixes the rate of 
surcharge for the month of March in respect of import and 
export duties, Customs fines, etc., paid in Spanish silver 
coins or notes of the Bank of Spain at 36°14 per cent. 

(The surcharge for the month of February was 37:8] 
per cent.| 


GREECE. 


wwe a HH eee 


ENFORCEMENT OF NEW TARIFF POSTPONED. 


H.M. Representative at Athens reports, by telegraph, that 
the introduction of the new Greek Customs Tariff has been 
postponed until the Ist June. 








Proposed Tariff Changes. 
ARGENTINA. 


PROPOSED TARIFF REVISION. 

H.M. Minister at Buenos Aires reports that the extraordi- 
nary sessions of the Argentine Congress have terminated 
without the Budget and Revenue Bills being debated. The 
proposed modification of the Customs Tariff, particulars of 
which were published in the issue of this ‘‘ Journal ”’ for 
14th August last (pp. 189-90), cannot, therefore, be con- 
sidered before the ordinary sessions, which open in May. 

In addition to the tariff revision referred to above, which 
dealt mainly with rates of duty, a project has been pre- 
pared for a complete revision of the Valuation Tariff. Fur- 
ther information on this matter will be given in the 
‘* Journal ’’ as soon as a copy of the proposals is received 
in the Board of Trade. 


ee eee oe 


SWITZERLAND. 


TARIFF REVISION. 

The Board of Trade have received from H.M. Minister at 
Berne a copy of the Message from the Federal Council to 
the Federal Assembly (dated 9th January) relative to the 
proposed revision of the Swiss Customs Tariff. A complete 
translation of the Tariff Revision Bill and of the proposed 
new Tariff will be published in this ‘‘ Journal ’’ as soon 
as possible. The following is a brief summary of the 
Message :— 

The objects of the Bill are to provide revenue (some 70 
per cent. of the total revenue of the Confederation is pro- 
vided by Customs receipts), to establish a General Tariff on 
the basis of which the Federal Government will be able to 
negotiate new commercial treaties, and to fix a ‘* conven- 
tional ’’’ Tariff to replace the Provisional Tariff which has 
been in force since July, 1921. It is thus based on an 
entirely different principle from the Tariff of 1921, the rates 
of which were applicable to countries affording most- 
favoured-nation treatment to Switzerland directly it came 
into force. Most of the commercial treaties concluded by 
Switzerland during recent years have been of a provisional 
nature, and it has therefore been clear that fresh negotia- 
tions would be initiated on the first favourable opportunily. 
The absence of an up-to-date General Tariff has weakened 
Switzerland’s position in such negotiations, as the only 
weapon on which she could rely was the very inadequate 
Provisional Tariff. A fighting Tariff was therefore instl- 
tuted by the Federal Council on February 2nd, 1922 (see 
». 219 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ for 23rd February, 
1922), as a temporary measure for use in case any Power 
should refuse most-favoured-nation treatment to Switzer- 
land, though no occasion to use this Tariff has yet arisen. 

Meanwhile work had been started on the new Tariff by 
the Federal Department of Public Economy and the Federal 
Department of Customs as far back as 1921. Interested 
parties were requested to furnish their view on the system 
to be adopted and the elaboration of the text as well as the 
rates, Approximately 1,000 memoranda were received by 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





the Commission of Experts from economic and trade asso- 
ciations, producers, consumers and merchants. The Draft 
Bill was then printed and distributed for further observa- 
tions. Towards the middle of February, 1924, the examina- 
tion of the various items was concluded, and the Tariff 
was, in consequence, completely altered and modified by the 
Commission. 

The result is a Tariff for negotiating purposes—‘‘ Notre 
larif nest pas un tarif de protection, mais un tarif de 


wegociations ’* The rates on the majority of articles 
have been increased considerably, with the idea, as 
slated above, that high rates will prove a_ weighty 


instrument for negotiations with other Powers. Such 


a Tariff is regarded as particularly essential to a small 


country like Switzerland, whose national prosperity 
is so closely bound up with its export industries. 
Experience has indeed shown that, as the neighbour- 
ing countries are all strictly Proltectionist, the Free 


Trade principles practised by Switzerland prior to 1902 
are unfavourable to the national industry, and_ the 
new Customs Tariff is practically that of 1902 (in which 
the present commercial policy of the country was first 
embodied) adapted to present-day requirements. Not only 
the rates of duty but the classification of the old Tariff re- 
quired revision and specialisation. Instead of 1,164 classes 
of goods (Tariff items) of the present Tariff the proposed 
new Tariff contains no less than 2,020 items, and further 
subdivision will be undertaken if necessary for the con- 
duct of negotiations with any other Power. Similarly a 
single column ‘Tariff is maintained instead of a double 
column as offering greater freedom for negotiations. As 
regards the rates of duly, the Message states that after the 
rates have been modified by Treaty reductions the receipts 
from the new ‘Tariff will be approximately the same as 
those from the existing Tariff. 

The duties of the proposed new Tariff, as in the present, 
are on a specific basis and will still be calculated accord- 
ing to the gross weight of goods. In certain cases, how- 
ever, When the packing is extremely heavy, duty will be 
charged on the net legal weight, with the addition of a 
This system is already in operation at the 


tare duty. 
Lausanne, Basle and 


bonded warehouses at 


Chiasso. 

In order to encourage Swiss production, raw materials 
are, generally speaking, to be taxed very lightly. For fiscal 
reasons it has been found impossible to exempt such 
articles from duty, but care has been taken that the manu- 
facturer should not be too hard hit and thus prevented 
from competing with his foreign rival. As raw materials 
are imported into Switzerland in large quantities a slight 
duty will provide a considerable and steady revenue; and 
the duties on raw materials supplied by several competitive 
States are fixed at rather higher rates, as they may form 
the subject of treaty negotiations 

It has proved somewhat difficult to come to a satisfactory 
decision with regard to semi-manufactured articles. 
especially those used in finishing industries which work 
exclusively for export, as the prices in the export trade are 
hardly, if at all, influenced by the domestic market, whilst 
exporters have to compete on foreign markets with the 
produce of other countries. For such goods as can be 
manufactured in Switzerland itself under normal condi- 
tions a protective Tariff is provided, which is not so high, 
however, as to prove burdensome to those industries which 
are obliged for the present to import semi-manufactured 
goods. Such considerations do not apply to finished goods, 
which are, therefore, to be taxed at higher rates, but for 
reasons of commercial policy the duties have not been made 
very heavy even in the case of so-called luxury articles, 
as a considerable proportion of Swiss exports come under 
this description, and undue severity might provoke re- 
prisals by other States. 

The Message deals in some detail with the proposed 
alterations in each Category of the Tariff, and the following 
paragraphs give an indication of some of the statements 
made in the Message. 

Following the precedent of the Provisional Tariff no 
special protection is afforded to producers of cereals, but 
the interests of the milling industry are to be safeguarded 
by a higher rate of duty on flour. The rates on fruits and 
vegetables are increased, but the increase is not excessive, 
and will not affect the export of Swiss canned fruit and 
vegetables. Great care has been taken in fixing the various 
duties on imports of cattle for slaughter. No change is 
made with regard to tea and coffee, but higher rates are 


Geneva, 


| 
| 
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imposed on sugar, which is classified in subdivisions with 
a view to the interests of the home sugar refineries. 
Switzerland being a wine-growing country, the interests of 
viticulturists have been borne in mind, and certain cate- 
xories of competitive wines are more highly taxed. Im- 
ports of timber, although of paramount importance for 
building, are taxed in a graduated manner in order to pro- 
lect Swiss forestry. With regard to brushware, Switzer- 
land only produces the cheapest kinds of pig bristle 
brushes; higher quality brushes therefore escape with low 
rales. The duties on paper are only slightly increased, 
but the rates for bookbindings and mounted cardboard are 
raised in order to protect the home industry. There is 
practically no change with regard to hides and furs, but 
a subdivision has been introduced with regard to sole 
leather, according to which ‘‘ croupons’’ are more heavily 
laxed. The duty on footwear is to be increased from 240 
to 280 francs per 100 kilogs. 

The treatment of textiles presented considerable diffi- 
culty. Whereas the rate of duty on certain single cotton 
yarns is slightly increased, the duties on single twist two- 
fold yarns, gassed (No. 60 and above), remain untouched 
in the interest of the embroidery industry. The rates on 
cotton fabrics are practically unchanged, except for an in- 
crease on bleached, mercerised, impregnated, dyed and 
printed goods. Special facilities are afforded to the 
embroidery industry. The same general remarks apply to 
flax, hemp, jute, etc., and the rate on linen yarn above 
No. 24 English is reduced from 25 to & frances. <A low rate 
on jute fabrics, as against a higher one on jute yarn, favours 
the Swiss sack-making industry. Raw materials for the 
silk industry (including silk waste) are to be lightly taxed, 
while the proposed rates on wool are calculated to meet the 
requirements of the highivy developed) Swiss woollen 
industry. 

Iron imports are subdivided into (a) raw materials, (b) 
semi-manufactured articles and incomplete machinery, and 
c) goods which for economic reasons require special treat- 
ment. The duty on wrought iron products is fixed lower 
for large articles, wherein the work is insignificant in com- 
parison with the value of the metal itself, than for small 


articles which can be manufactured in Switzerland. 
Articles which are not made in Switzerland (¢.y., welded 


wrought tubes) and have to be imported from abroad are 
laxed very lightly. Copper and brass, which were placed 
under the same heading in the Provisional Tariff, are now 
to be classified separately. 

In view of the development of the Swiss machine-making 
industry, it has been found necessary to make drastic altera- 
tions in this category of imports. Generally speaking, 
higher rates are fixed for copper and brass articles than for 
those of iron or wood, and more favourable rates are given 
for heavy machinery than for finely constructed light 
articles. 

Essential oils are classified under two headings; cheap 
oils serving as a basis for products prepared in Switzer- 
land are lightly taxed, whilst articles of luxury are subject 
to heavier duties. In the interests of the aluminium in- 
dustry the duty on calcined alumina is to be reduced. 





cl 


Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of 
Corn Returns in the week ended 28th February, 1925, pur- 
suant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales 


Act, 1921 :— 





Average Price per cwt. 


Oats. 








Wheat. | Barley. 
gs. d. gs. d. s. d. 
Week ended 28th February,1925 13 5 12 4 9 1) 
Corresponding week in— 
1915 ... a - 12 9 9 4 ll 1 
1916 ... iba ees | ao 6 15 6 Beii7 
1917 ... ai bie sol ee oe 17 9 17 5 
1918 ... ,; ‘da oo} 36 30 16 4 18 9 
1919 ... 1611 17 6 17 5 
1920 ... >?) oe 21 #1 
1921 ... 1610 | 14 8 12 9 
1922 ... BS (@.); Ad..& 10 9 
1923 ... 956 | 8 9 9 9 
1924 ... 11 oO} 119 10 1 





® Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides tha in the weekly summary of quanti ies 
and prices each sort of British corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve imperial! standard pounds. 
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Government Notices 
Affecting Trade. 


GENERAL SECTION. 








PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND I919. 
‘¢ LIcENCES OF RIGHT.’”’ 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned patents were 
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endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right’ on the 25th February, 
1925 :— 
No. and 
Year of Grantee. Title. 
Patent. 
142,121 Caron, P. L.M.... ‘‘ Improved manufacture of 
(11114/20) concrete or ferro-concrete 
pipes.’’ 
158,267 Jones, J. D. ‘* Improvements in self-oiling 
(2453/21) bearings.” 
162,789 Wilson, F. ‘‘Improvements in or relat- 
(3444/20) ing to filing devices for 
letters and other docu- 
ments.”’ 
168,156 Towson, R.M.... ‘Improvements in_ recoil 
(14555/20) neutralizers and mufflers 
for guns,” 
176,623 Pairard, P. J. ‘‘Tmprovements in or relat- 
(4421/21) ing to couplings for alu- 
minium cables having a 
central steel core.’ 
178,944 Smith, W. F. ‘Improvements in sound 
(3268/21) amplifiers.”’ 
179,914 \ ( ‘‘Tmprovements in wheels 
11040/22 for motor vehicles.”’ 
179,915 ‘‘Tmprovements in locking 
(11041/22) devices for removable 
wheels.”’ 
180,644 ‘‘Improvements in locking 
(11042/22) devices for removable 
wheels.”’ 
186,887 Compagnie D’Ap- ‘‘Improvements in remov- 
(258/22) plications Meca- able wheels.’’ 
187,960 niques ‘‘Improvements in crank 
(28228/22) shafts.”’ 
189,753 ‘‘Improvements in crank 
(28229/22) shafts.”’ 
190,122 ‘‘Improvemerts in bear- 
(31027/22) ings of the ball, roller 
and like type.”’ 
190,722 ‘‘Improvements in crank 
(28366/22) ) | \ shafts.”’ 
188,517 | Dehn, F. B.(Ther- ‘‘ Improvements in appara- 
(28891/21) mogen Equip- tus for automatically regu- 
ment Co., Inc.). lating the draught in steam 
generator furnaces.” 
204,022 Nicolls et Cie, P., ‘‘ Improvements in or relat- 
(19491/23) & Anr. ing to shock absorbers.”’ 
218,921 Schmitt, A. F. A. ‘‘Improvements in snow 
(31012/23) loading devices for rail or 
road vehicles.” 
222,999 Short, H. C.  ...  ‘‘ Improvements in the con- 
(19390/23) struction of wings and like 
members of aeroplane fly- 
ing machines.” 
223,517 Reynolds, H. N.... ‘‘ Improvements in or relat- 
(13526 /24) ing to plugs for oil stills, 
oil tanks and the like.”’ 


The Patent Office. 














W. TEMPLE FRANKS, 


Comptroller-General. 


—_— - oe t— 


SHIPPING CASUALTIES: REPORTS OF 
FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


The Board of Trade hereby give notice under the General 
Rules for Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties and 


Appeals and Rehearings, 1923, that 


they have received 


during the month of February, 1925, the following Reports 
of Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties held by 
Courts in British Self-Governing Dominions, Crown Colonies 
and Possessions Abroad :— 


(1) s.s. 
(2) s.s. 


** Trebla.”’ 
** GlenIschie.’’ 


(3) Flat “* Bakud ” and s. launch ‘‘ Shamrock.’’ 
(4) s.s. ‘* City of Auckland ”’ and s.s. ‘‘ Shahzada.”’ 


(5) Dre 


(6) s. 


launch ‘* Lily 


dger ‘‘ Cadeco.’’ 


be 


and s. launch ‘ Harin.”’ 








Marcu 5, 1925. 





[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS, 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the persons 
or firms referred to in the following notices of “‘ Openings for 
Trade” by applying to the Department of Overseas Trade, and 
quoting the specific reference number and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on trading, 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 


The following inquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 


London, W.C. 2 :— 
ALUMINIUM WARE, 


GOODS, ETC.—A representative of a Sydney firm is at present 
visiting this country, and is desirous of getting into touch 
with manufacturers of aluminium ware, china ware, household 
goods, toys, dolls, and all goods suitable to the Australian 
trade, with a view to arranging agencies. Replies should he 


addressed, in the first instance, to the Official Secretary, Com- 


mercial Bureau, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C. 2., 


quoting Reference No. 412/7/1/1/393. 


TENDERS INVITED. 


TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT.—H.M. Senior Trade Commis 
sioner in Australia reports that the Postmaster-General’s De- 
partment, Melbourne, are calling for 


specification, can be inspected by British firms interested at the 


Department of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1. (Reference No. B.X. 1619.) 


FIFTEEN POTENTIAL TRANSFORMERS.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Sydney reports that the Municipal Council of 
Sydney are calling for tenders for fifteen potential transformers. 
A copy of the specification and general conditions of tender can 
be seen by British firms at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference 
No. B.X. 1612.) 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


WOOLLEN GOODS AND APPAREL.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Port of Spain, ‘Trinidad, who already represents 
British manufacturers of metallic bedsteads, boots and shoes and 
straw hats, desires to secure the representation of British manu- 
facturers, of woollen goods (serges, tweeds, etc., tropical suit- 
ings and blankets) and apparel (including felt hats and caps). 
(Reference No. 255.) 


CANADA. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 3, where full information may 
be obtained :— 


MACHINE TOOLS.—An Eastern Canadian manufacturer of 
machine tools, including taps, dies, reamers, screw plates, twist 
drills and milling cutters are open to negotiate for the selling 
agency for the United Kingdom with a responsible organisation 
possessing the necessary connection and showrooms, etc. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


PAINT BRUSHES, GLASS PAPER, GLUE AND COG- 
NATE LINES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents established 
in Cape Town, who already represent a number of houses for 
lines associated with the building trade, desire to secure agencies 
for paint brushes, glass paper, glue and cognate lines for the 
whole of the Dominion. (Reference No. 256. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

TRANSFORMERS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cape 
Town reports that the Electricity Department of the city of 
Cape Town are calling for tenders for transformers. A copy of 
the specification and general conditions of tender can be seen 
by British firms at the Department of Overseas Trade (room 52), 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W, 1. (Reference No. BX. 
1617.) 


DISCONNECTING BOXES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Cape Town reports that the Electricity Department of the city 
of Cape Town are calling for tenders for disconnecting boxes. 
A copy of the specification, general conditions of tender and 
explanatory blue prints can be inspected by British firms at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. (Reference No. B.X. 1616.) 


CHINA WARE, HOUSEHOLD 


tenders for telephone 
equipment. <A copy of the schedule, together with a copy of the 


MARC. 


STE: 
Senior 
the Sc 
tenders 
Durban 
firms 10 
particu! 
35, Old 
1789.) 


STRI 
Senior 
call = fe 
Harbou 
for a | 
materia 
Veparti 
SW. 1. 

STRI 
lrade 
tenders 
fontein. 
can 1NS} 
Oversea 
(Refere 

STRI 
sioner 
structur 
firms 11 
specifice 
35, Old 
1781.) 

PLA’ 
sioner é 


and H: 
supply 
glass m 
desirous 
should 
(Queen | 


BELG 


MOT 
STATE 
has for 
firms, 
announc 
pelled r 
Belgique 

ELEC 
General 
ing tenc 
trically 
British | 
further 
seas Tre 
No. A.: 

TELE 
Brussels 
and Tel 
and ace 
tions of 
Departn 
London. 


BELG 


CHLA 
Antwery] 
british 
dyne loz 


BULG 


N ARI 
WAGOI! 
Sofia ste 
Telegray 
gauge pi 
tion to 


on appli 
Queen & 


CZEC: 


TAR 
Consul ; 
heavy m 
work wi 
of the n 
fora Br 
road ma 
that cot 
garding 


1925. 
ide 


TERS, 
persons 
ngs for 
le, and 


rading, 
irtment 
| Queen 


to the 
‘ed. 


of the 
trand, 


LOLD 
resent 
touch 
ehold 
ralian 
ld be 
Com- 
Cc. 2.. 


nmis 

s De- 
phone 
if the 
t the 
‘reet, 


“rade 
il of 
mers. 
r can 
7 

‘rade 
rence 


rers’ 
sents 

and 
anu- 
suit- 
ips). 


lian 
73, 


may 


> of 
vist 
jing 
hlon 


G- 
red 
for 
eS 


the 


ape 
of 
of 
en 


9 
rae 


at 
‘tv 


nd 
he 
ft. 


Marcu 8, 1926. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 
STEAM-DRIVEN TRAVELLING CRANES. — H.M. 


Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa reports that 
the South African Railways and Harbours are _ inviting 
tenders for the supply and delivery f.o.r. in Bond 
Durban of two 10-ton steam-driven locomotive cranes. British 
firms in a position to offer British materials can obtain further 
particulars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 





1789. ) 

STRUCTURAL STEELWORK FOR A BRIDGE.—H.M. 
Senior ‘lrade Commissioner in South Africa reports a 
cll for tenders by the South African Railways and 


Harbours for the supply and delivery of structural steelwork 
fr a bridge. British firms in a position to supply British 
materials can inspect the specification on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
SW. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 1780.) 


STRUCTURAL STEEL FOR FOOTBRIDGE.—H.M. Senior 
lrade Commissioner in South Africa reports a call for 
tenders for structural steel for a footbridge at Bloem- 
fontein. British firms in a position to supply British materials 
can inspect the specification on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, $.W. 1. 
(Reference No. A.X. 1782.) | 


STRUCTURAL STEEL, ETC.—H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
sioner in South Africa reports a call for tenders for 
structural steel, etc., for a subway at Bloemfontein. British 
frms in a position to offer British materials can inspect the 
specification on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
ma) Queen Street, London, 8S.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 


PLATE AND WINDOW GLASS.—H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner at Cape Town reports that the South African Railways 
and Harbours Administration is calling for tenders for the 
supply of quantities of polished plate glass, sheet glass, plate 
glass mirrors and coloured glass for signal lamps. British tirms 
desirous of receiving further particulars of this call for tenders 
should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. B.X. 1613.) 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


MOTOR PROPELLED CARRIAGES FOR THE BELGIAN 
STATE RAILWAYS.—The Commercial Secretary at Brussels 
has forwarded a notice which may be of interest to British 
firms, as under :—‘ The “ Chronique des Travaux Publics’ 
announces that tenders will shortly be invited for motor-pro- 
pelled railway carriages, te carry 66 passengers.’’—‘‘ La Libre 


Belgique,’’ February 3rd, 1925. 


ELECTRICALLY OPERATED CRANES.—H.M. Consul- 
General at Antwerp reports that the Port of Antwerp are invit- 
ing tenders for the supply, delivery and erection of thirty elec- 
trically operated portal cranes of three metric tons capacity. 
British firms in a position to supply British materials can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference 
No. A.X. 1795.) 

TELEPHONE MATERIAL.—The Commercial Secretary at 
Brussels reports that the Belgian Ministry of Railways, Posts 
and ‘Telegraphs are calling for tenders for telephone apparatus 
and accessories. A copy of the specification and general condi- 
tions of tender can be seen by British firms interested at the 
Nepartment of Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. (Reference No. B.X. 1621.) 





BELGIUM AND LUXEMBURG. 


CHLORODYNE LOZENGES, ETC.——An agent established in 
Antwerp is desirous of obtaining the sole representation of 
british firms for the sale in Belgium and Luxemburg of chloro- 
iyne lozenges and count lines. (Reference No. 257.) 


BULGARIA. pied 8 
TENDERS INVITED. 


NARROW-GAUGE PASSENGER CARS AND GOODS 
WAGONS.—A report has been received from H.M. Legation at 
Sofia stating that the Bulgarian Ministry of Railways, Posts and 
lelegraphs are calling for tenders for the supply of narrow- 
gauge passenger cars and goods wagons. British firms in a posi- 
tion to supply British materials can obtain further particulars 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference No. A.X. 1793.) 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 


TAR MACADAM AND CONCRETE.—The British Vice- 
Consul at Prague reports that in view of the development of 
heavy motor lorry and steam wagon transport a great deal of 
work will probably require to be done on the roads in the course 
of the next few years, and there would appear to be an opening 
for a British firm specialising in tar macadamisation and concrete 
toad making which would be prepared to establish a branch in 
that country. British firms can obtain further particulars re- 
garding this possible opening for British materials on applica- 


——» 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 1785.) 





DENMARK. 


FILES AND CRUCIBLE STEEL.—A firm of commission 
agents in Copenhagen desires to secure the representation for 
Wenmark of British manufacturers of files and crucible steel. 
(Reference No, 258.) 

COLONIAL PRODUCE, ETC.—A commission agent in 
Copenhagen desires to secure the representation for Denmark of 
sritish exporters of Colonial produce and raw materials for use 
in oil mills. (Reference No. 259.) 





FRANCE. 


SPECIAL STEELS AND IRON, Erc.—An agent established 
at St. Gratien is desirous of obtaining the representation of 
British exporters for the sale in France of special steels and 
special iron (hematite) and machinery for public works con- 
struction, such as cranes, steam navvies, dredgers, etc. (Refer- 
ence No, 260.) 


GERMANY. 

HIGH-CLASS CLOTH FOR SUITINGS.—An experienced 
agent (British subject), established in Munich and having sub- 
agents in various parts of Germany is desirous of securing the 
representation for the whole of Germany of British manufac- 
turers of high-class suitings. (Repetition of Reference No. 99.) 
(Reference No, 261.) ' 

BLEACHED AND UNBLEACHED TISSUES, COAT 
LININGS, ZEPHYR, PERCALE-JUMELLE (MACCO) AND 
CALICO.—An agent in Wiesbaden is desirous of securing the 
representation of British firms for the sale of bleached and un- 
bleached tissues, coat linings, zephyr, percale-jumelle (Macco) 
and calico. (Repetition of Reference No. 100.) (Reference 
No. 262). 


GREECE. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


MANUAL TELEPHONE EXCHANGE.—tThe Greek Govern- 
ment are calling for tenders for the supply of a manual telephone 
exchange for the City of Athens. A copy of a supplement of 
the Official Gazette containing particulars of the adjudication is 
available for inspection by British firms at the Department cf 
Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference No. B.X. 1609.) 


_ ——e eee ee ee 








ITALY. 

“RAW COTTON, JUTE, LINSEED AND SESAME OIL 
SEED.—A firm at Turin desires to be placed in communication 
with merchant houses in the United Kingdom exporting the 
above goods with a view to representation in Italy, either 
purchasing on own account or as agents working on a commission 





basis. Correspondence in English, but Italian or French pre 
ferred. (Repetition of Reference No. 101.) (Reference No. 265.) 
POLAND. 


TIN, COPPER SHEETS, RODS AND TUBES, ANTI- 
MONY, BEARING METALS, WIRE ROPES, FATS, METAL 
AND WOODWORKING MACHINE ‘TOOLS, LEATHER 
BELTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING PLANTS, ENGINEERS’ 
STORES, TECHNICAL NOVELTIES.—A firm in Warsaw 
desires to secure the representation for Poland of British manu 
facturers of tin, copper sheets, rods and tubes, antimony, bear 
ing metals, wire ropes suitable for oil wells, aeroplanes and 
general mining use, fats suitable for making soap, metal and 
woodworking machine tools, particularly lathes, small electric 
lighting plants, leather belting, engineers’ stores and technical 
novelties. (Reference No, 264.) 


—- — 





PORTUGAL. 

TEA.—A. British firm of commission agents in Lisbon is 
desirous of getting into touch with British exporters of tea with 
a view to representing them in the Portuguese market. (Refer- 


ence No. 265.) 


SWEDEN. 

WIRELESS APPARATUS. — H.M. Consul-General at 
Gothenburg reports that a local firm carrying on a post order 
business in a variety of goods is desirous of getting into touch 
with British manufacturers of wireless crystal sets and head 
phones and the cheaper lines of one- and two-valve receiving 
sets. Firms in a position to export Britsih-made apparatus of 
the kind specified can obtain full particulars of the enquiry upon 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. B.X. 1589.) 


WIRELESS RECEIVING SETS.—A commission agent in 
({othenburg desires to secure the representation for Sweden of 
British manufacturers of wireless receiving sets, particularly 
crystal sets and components. (Applicant also requires agencies 
for other goods; see Reference No, 267.) (Reference No. 266. ) 
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OILS, SOAPS, COLONIAL PRODUCE.—A commission agent 
in Gothenburg desires to secure the representation for Sweden 
of British exporters of industrial oils, soft soaps and Colonial 
produce. (Applicant also requires agencies for wireless receiving 
sets, see Reference Nc. 266. (Reference No. 267.) 








NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 


LINOLEUM. TEXTILES. Exvc.—A_ firm of commission 
agents in Cairo desire to obtain agencies of British firms ex- 
porting linoleum, Bradford worsteds, linings for tailors, flannel 
underwear (for men and women), paper (newsprint), sanitary 
ware, and gas pipes. ‘Reference No. 268.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

BREECH COVERS, RIFLE.—The Egyptian War Depart- 
ment are calling for tenders for breech covers, rifle. Parti- 
culars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian 
Government, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 8.W.1. (Refer- 
ence No. Muh, 1925/2/2.) 

CHEMICAL MANURES.—The Commercial Secretary at 
Cairo reports that the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture 1s 
calling for tenders for the supply of chemical manures, British 
firms desirous of receiving further particulars should apply to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. B.X. 1606.) 

KGYP'TIAN STATE RAILWAYS TENDERS.—A copy of 
the ‘* Egyptian Railway Advertiser,’’ containing brief particu- 
lars of forthcoming calls for tender for the supply of various 
goods to the Egyptian State Railways, has been received by the 
Department of Overseas Trade, and may be consulted by 
interested British firms on application to the Department 
(Inquiry Room), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

CLOTHING AND GENERAL STORES.—H.M. Consul- 
(jeneral at Alexandria reports that the Egyptian Postal Admin- 
istration is inviting tenders for the supply of clothing aad 
general stores for the year 1925/26. Copy of the conditions of 
tender and tender form can be seen by interested British firms 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 20) ; 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. 
C.X. 1475.) 

WEB EQUIPMENT, ETC.—The Egyptian War Department 
are calling for tenders for the supply of web equipment. Par- 
ticulars may be obtained from The Inspecting Engineer, Egyptian 
Government, Queen Anne’s Chambers. London, S.W. 1. (Refer 
ence No. Muh. 1925/2/1.) 


AFRICA. 








MOROCCO. 


COAL, AN'THRACITE AND COKE.—A wholesale importer 
and shipping agent of British nationality who has been estab- 
lished in Tangier for many years is desirous of getting into 
touch with a firm of exporters of coal, anthracite and coke who 
are not represented in Morocco. (Reference No. 269.) 





ASIA. 





SIAM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

FITTINGS FOR WAGON CONSTRUCTION.—H M. 
Consul-General at Bangkok reports by telegram that the Siamese 
State Railways are calling for tenders for fittings for wagon 
construction. sritish firms in a position to supply British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference No. A/1794.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 








LEATHER GOODS.—A commission agent in Los Angeles 
desires to obtain the representation of British manufacturers 
of leather novelties, also letter cases and pocket books, etc. He 
would be prepared to buy outright or to act on a commission 
basis. (Reference No. 270.) 

WOOLLEN HOSIERY.—A newly established concern in New 
York desires to obtain agencies for the sale of woollen hosiery, 
plain and ribbed in various colours, and golf hose for men, 
women and children. (Reference No. 271.) 

FLOOR COVERINGS.—A firm of carpet importers in New 
York desires to communicate with British manufacturers of floor 
coverings desiring representation in the United States. (Refer- 
ence No. 272.) 

SHOES.—A New York firm desires to be placed in touch with 
British manufacturers of infants’, girls’ and maids’ shoes. They 
would be prepared to import on own account, consignment or com- 
mission basis. (Reference No. 273.) 

BROADCLOTHS, LINENS, ETC.—A commission agent in 
Chicago is desirous of obtaining the representation of British 
manufacturers of woollen and worsted piece goods, especiaily 
broadcloths, flannels, also linens, fibre silks, etc., on a commis- 
sion basis only. (Reference No. 274.) | 7 
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TENDERS INVITED. 

CAST IRON PIPES, SPECIALS, VALVES, HYDRANTS 
ETC.—H.M. Consul at New York reports that the City of Ney 
York Department of Purchase are inviting tenders for the supp} 
of cast iron pipes, specials, valves, hydrants, etc. British firms 
in a position to offer British materials can obtain further pap. 
ticulars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, %, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference No. A.X. 1791) 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 

TEXTILES.—An agent in Buenos Aires desires to obtain the 
representation in Argentina of British manufacturers of Man. 
chester goods, woollen piece-goods, underwear of silk, wool and 
cotton, and textile lines generally. (Reference No. 275.) 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—An agent in Buenos 
Aires desires to obtain the representation of British manufae- 
turers of maté bombillas—i.e., tubes—key chains and nickel steel, 
He proposes visiting this country, and expects to arrive here 
early in April next. (Reference No. 276.) 














ARGENTINA, BRAZIL, URUGUAY 


AND CHILE. 


JUTE YARNS.—A firm of wholesale importers and commis. 
sion agents in Buenos Aires, with branches in Rio de Janeiro, 
Montevideo and Santiago de Chile, is desirous of obtaining the 
representation of a British manufacturer of jute yarns, for which 
they claim to have a regular demand. (Reference No, 277.) 


— — —__- + 


BRAZIL. 


JUTE YARN.—A British commission agent recently estab- 
lished in Rio de Janeiro, who is well known locally, is desirous 
of securing the representation of a Dundee spinner of jute 
yarn. (Repetition of Reference No. 114.) (Reference No. 278.) 


CHILE. 


SILK YARNS AND DRAPERS’ SPECIALITIES.—A com. 
mission agent in Santiago is desirous of representing British 
manufacturers of silk yarns and drapers’ specialities (buttons, 
etc.) (Partial repetition of Reference No. 87.) (Reference 
No. 2793.) 


CUBA. 

AGENT'S SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm in Havana is 
desirous of getting into touch with British manufacturers of 
porcelain bath tubs, enamelled iron baths and sinks and build- 
ing materials in general. (Reference No. 280.) 


HAYTI. 


IMITATION MADRAS HANDKERCHIEFS.—A firm in 
Port-au-Prince is desirous of receiving from British firms sam- 
ples and prices of imitation of Madras handkerchiefs (Ban- 
daras), with a view to their importation on a commission basis. 
(Repetition of Reference No. 38.) (Reference No. 281.) 


MEXICO. 

GLASS AND GLASSWARE, STATUETTES, CHROMOS 
AND LITHOGRAPHS, ARTISTS’ SUNDRIES, MOULDING 
FOR PICTURE FRAMES, ETC.—An importer in Mexico City 
is desirous of establishing communication with firms in the United 
Kingdom manufacturing glass and_ glassware, statuettes, 
chremos and lithographs, artists’ sundries and moulding for 
picture frames. He also desires to communicate with firms 
manufacturing machinery for making such mouldings. (Refer- 


ence No. 282.) 
URUGUAY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


PORT EXTENSION WORKS.—H.M. Consul-General at 
Montevideo reports that the port authorities have issued a call 
for tenders for the execution of port works in the free zone of 
Nueva Palmira. British firms in a position to offer British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. I. (Reference No. A.X. 1779.) | 


—> 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 


Publications relating to Commerce, Industry, etc., recently 
issued by various Government Departments. To be obtained from 
H.M. Stationery Office, Adastral House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C.2, and Branches. (Post free prices are in parentheses.) 
Board of Trade :— 
Boiler Explosions. Reports of Inquiries :-— 
2688. From a Steam Receiver at Rotherham. (1s. 03d.) 
2689. From a Tar Pre-heater at Queensferry, Chester. (94d.) 
2690. “oe Still at the Stourton Chemical Works, Stourton, Leeds. 
2691. From a Boiler on board the paddle-steamer ‘“ Greyhound” 
O.N. 104237. (94d.) 
2692. From a Water Tube Boiler at Cyclops Works, Sheffield. (9}d.) 
2693. — a tee a) a Steam Heated Baking Oven at Newcastle-on- 
yne. 7 
Signal Letters of British Ships :— 
Supplement corrected to November 30, 1924. (64d.) 
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